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Lesson for January 18 in this issue 


Lesson 3.—The Ministry -of John the Baptist. Luke 3. 
Notes on Open Letters: 
‘: “A Fundamentalist Religious Paper’? — Where? 
Singing the Word of God 
A Doctor’s Study of the Doctor’s Gospel. 

- A, Kelly, M.D., LL:D. 
Giving Out Gospels at Football Games, 

- Aldrich x . 
The Only Light in a-Darkening Sky. By Christabel 

Pankhurst ; S- 

The Man with the Executioner’s Sword. By A. B. Lewis 6 
From a Layman’s Greek Testament. By Ernest Gordon 6 
International Uniform . Lesson 
Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. 
Children at Home 
For Family Worship. By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. .. 
“Why Girls Should Not Smoke” 
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When We Shall See His Face 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


“I will behold thy face. . . . I shall be satisfied.’’ — Psalm 17: 15. 


HERE are so many things to ask our Lord, 
F We think, if we could sit at His dear feet, 
Se much that we can never comprehend 
In all the daily trials that we meet ; 
There are so many things that we should tell 
If we could feel the touch of His dear hand ; 
The griefs we hide from every soul on earth, 
The troubles none but He can understand, 





By Howard 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


But I am sure that when we reach our Home 
. And see the Saviour’s blessed face at last, 
Our doubts and wonderings shall fade away 
As they had never been; and all our past 
Shall be forgotten like a troubled dream, 
Born in the darkness, dying with the night, 
Lost in the radiance of endless day, 
The glory of His eyes unclouded light. 


If He be silent, we shall be content 
To wait in stillness, gazing on His face, 
Forgetting all except His wondrous love, 
And musing on the marvels of His grace. 
And if He speak, then we shall hold our peace 
To hearken to the music of that word; ; 
There will be naught to question, naught to say, 
When once the Master’s woice our ears have heard. 


For we shall know beyond all need to ask, 

And He shall know beyond our speech to tell; 
Rested, at peace, full fed and satisfied, 

All shall be understood and all be well. 








A Liberal’s Confession of Failure 


Only one thing can satisfy. human hearts — the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Liberalism rejects this Gos- 
pel and then wonders why men are not satisfied. One 
of the leading liberals of our generation, Dr. S. Parkes 
Cadman, has just made a pathetic confession. His 
honesty is to be commended; his ignorance of under- 
lying facts is lamentable. In his widely read news- 
paper column Dr. man recently answered the 
question, “Do you think the Modernists have any 
sufficient Gospel for the world?” Dr. Cadman rightly 
notes the fact that there are many and widely differ- 
ent kinds of Modernists, and he says of the class to 
which he belongs: “They reformulate and restate 
the Christian faith in convincing ways which accord 
with the assured results of scientific research... . 
It must be~confessed, however, that . . . from the 
standpoint of that. aggressive Christianity which trans- 
forms human lives Liberalism has been more or less 
a failure. Yet this need not be.” Dr. Cadman, like 
so many other Modernists, is blind to the fact that 
his religion rejects the heart of the Gospel and then 
tries to tell men that the dead religion. which remains, 
its heart and life gone, is all they need. In answer 
to another imquirer a few years ago, as noted in THE 
Sunpay ScHoo.t Tres of. July 28, 1928, Dr. Cadman 
said: “His [Christ’s] ignominious death may not 
have been absolutely what the Father willed. But 


barriers. 


that is beside the issue. Its point is that Jesus be- 
lieved it was the Father’s will and acted accordingly.” 
Because Christ thought he ought to die, therefore it 
was right for him to die, though he may have been 
mistaken in supposing that he needed to die — that 
is this Modernist’s teaching and Gospel; and he says 
that while it is “more or less a failure,” yet it “need 
not be.” The Holy Spirit says that Christ was “de- 
livered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God” (Acts 2:23); that he was “smitten of God, 
and afflicted . . . wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised fof our iniquities . . . and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53); that 
sinless, he was “made... sin for us ... that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 
Cor. 5:23). This is the only Gospel God knows 
or offers lost men. Dr. Cadman and the Modernism 
that he represents offer men “another gospel,” con- 
cerning which the Holy Spirit directed Paul to write: 
“If any man preach any other gospel unto you than 
that ye-have received, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:9). 
Either the Modernist’s Gospel must be without power 
and a failure, or God’s Word is not true. But God’s 
Word is true; and he authorizes every believer to de- 
clare: “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth.” 
a 


Stone Walls and Gates 


If we trust God, we are sure to meet baffling 
Satan is very powerful, and he makes it 
his business to oppose those who trust God. He will 
try to block us and defeat us. And God himself, if 
we are really trusting him, will often block our path 
or let it be blocked, to see whether we will continue 
to trust him, Then, in his own time and way, God 
will open up our pathway gloriously — and he is never 


_ gate?” 


too late in doing so. A Christian woman who was 
trying earnestly to do her duty and accomplish a cer- 
tain difficult piece of work found that she could not 
move forward in it. She was unexpectedly guided in 
a somewhat different way. She made it a matter of 
prayer. Then it all opened up, and she wrote to a 
friend: “Isn’t it grand, after you have been blunder- 
ing against a stone wall, suddenly to come upon a 
God will open the gate for us if we keep on 
trusting him while we can see nothing but the stone 


wall. 
a“ 

Temporary 

When’ the bodies of our loved ones are buried in 
the ground, it is only temporary, Paul likens it to 
the sowing of seed. He likens the resurrection to 
the springing up into full life of the seed of grain 
that was sown. “So also is the resurrection of the 
dead, It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incor- 
ruption: it is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: 
it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: it. is 
sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.” 


.What comfort from God himself there is in this for 


all of us who have had to lay away in the earth the 

precious bodies of those whom we love eternally. It is 

not, as people so often say, their “last resting place.” A 

Christian husband, Stanley H. Frodsham, whose book 

“Jesus Is Victor” tells the life-story of his beloved 

wife who was ‘taken recently to be with the Lord, 

has given a beautiful testimony to this precious Scrip- 

tural truth in the words engraved on the stone. that 

marks her grave: 
Untirt He Come 

The temporary resting place of the body of 
Avice Mary FropsHam 
who fell asleep in Jesus, June 27, 1920 

Jesus 1s Victor 


Men Who Bring the Cloud 


city this article is written. One’s mind goes back 

to the days of the Torrey and Alexander Cam- 
paign of more than a quarter of a century ago. Both 
these men of God are now with the Lord, but their 
fruit remains unto this day in this wonderful. land. 

The results of that movement were echoed round 
the world. _What contributed to the abounding bless- 
ing of those glorious days? The story has been told 
over and over again and’ its impress remains upon 
the memory. As in the. great days of the ’59 revival 
when in the United States it was impossible to travel 
outside the prayer zone; so.in Australia the evaitgel- 
ists’ coming was pr d-by an unbroken chain of 
prayer throughout the commonwealth: Prayer circles 
and praying groups were found everywhere, — thou- 
sands of them,—and when the preacher and singer 
set feet upon the soil of: this far-away land the ground 
was well prepared. No wonder that, wherever the 
evangelists went, crowds gathered to their ministry 
and the slain of the Lord was great. 

We do not see such things today: The cry still 
goes up “How long, O Lord, how long!” We wish 
to see souls turning from fheir sins; we yearn for 
the day when Christ shall sit as Monarch over the 
soul; we long for the arrest. of worldliness in the 
churches; we wistfully wait for the cloud as big as 
a man’s hand. Yes, we’ wait—we wait— WE 
WAIT. - Eager for the results that other days have 
seen, we womder why these are withheld. Is not the 
answer, that when we pray as they have prayed in 
other days we shall see the working of God as they 
saw it: : 

The title to this article suggests the men who can 
bring the cloud. Such men ascend the mount of God. 
They cast themselves down before him. They ear- 
nestly plead with him and confidently expect great 


U ee the bright blue sky of an Australian 


This is the third of a series of: editoridls on Revival by 
Joseph W. Kemp, Minister of the Baptist Tabernacle, Auck- 
land, New Zealand. -The series will continue in early issues. 


things from him. It would be well, just here, to turn 
to our Bibles and read the record in 1 Kings 18: 41-46. 


1. The Men Who Can Bring the Cloud 


What took Elijah up the mount? The inspired 
comment of the action is found in James 5:18. He 
went to pray. For three and a half years the heavens 
had been shut up and there had been no rain. The 
country, was dry, parched, and burnt up. The prophet 
was driven by sheer necessity to seek God and plead 
with him to draw back the sluices and give rain. 
Elijah was at “the alpine peak of his power.” There 
had been a stern conflict on Carmel, and now the 
prophet sets himself sternly to the task of having the 
promise of God realized for his people. 


The mountain was the. place of separation. He 
went up alone save for the Sidonian boy who acted 
as servant to the man of God. On he goes, with com- 
pressed lip and firm step until he reaches the topmost 
height of Carmel, far out of the sight of the children 
of Israel and the astonished and speechless king him- 
self. On that mountain all was calm and still; a soli- 
tary sanctuary where no unbidden guest followed. 
There he could give himself to the task of winning 
by prayer the fulfillment of the promise with the full 
strength of his fervent soul. My soul, move up to 
the top! .The enemy will try to turn thee back — 
but onward and upward in the strength of the Lord: 

I recall a visit to a little fishing village on the east 
coast of Scotland when my host took me to his 
“mountain top.” We penetrated into a thicket and halted 
at the,foot of a great tree. The bark at the base of 
the tree was rubbed off, showing the white wood be- 
neath. That told its own tale. Daily my friend was 
wont to make his way to that tree and amid the solj- 
tudes of the thicket he saw God face to face. 

Similarly during a preaching engagement I went to 
Bethesda Chapel, Sunderland, and was shown a 
small room among the rafters of the “enilding whica 
was said to be .the. prayer room of Mr. Rees, she 
founder of the church. That was his “mountain top” 
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away from the crowd. Visitors to Wesley Chapel, 
City Road, London, are shawn into a small and 
sparsely furnished room which was John Wesley’s 
sanctum where his spiritual battles were fought and 
his victories won. Such men knew how to ascend 
the hill and spend lone hours with God. We are too 
much with the crowd to do it any good. Before ever 
any mighty movement has taken place, somebody has 
entered the secret place of the Most High. 


The mountain was the place of vision. There the 
prophet could the sooner perceive if his prayer was 
heard. Yes, and from the heights he could view the 
wilted, barren, and baked land beneath his feet. Engi- 
neers tell us that by airplane is the best way to sur- 
vey the country. How better can we get a correct 
view of the world’s need than from “the dwelling place 
of the most high”? Every revival period has had such 
men. They have been misunderstood by’ the - world, 
and at times ostracized by their brethren, but they 
belong to the order of the mountain climbers who 
derive their strength from above. No wonder they 
made themselves felt among the masses. The higher 
we climb Godward, the more forceful shall we be 
when we move among our fellows. The men who 
moved Great Britain in the eighteenth century were 
men of the mountain top. On the surface of things 
conditions were not at all favorable for revivai, yet, 
in answer to the pleadings of men who knew how to 
ascend, society was completely changed. Here are 
some of the facts of that period. 

The religion of the times was dead —so dead that 
Blackstone the lawyer declared that there was no more 
Christianity in the sermons of the day than in the 
works of Cicero. The bishops and clergy gave their 
time to balls, card parties, and drunken revelings. To 
the masses, Christ was a name and nothing more. 
Amid such conditions there were to be found some 
who lived above such murky conditions, and prayed, 
and waited, and watched for the breaking of the day. 
That was the age that gave birth to the Wesleys and 
Whitefield — preachers whose voices were sometimes 
drowned by the cries of penitents and the sound of 
weeping and sobbing. William Romaine was another 
of those evangelical giants of that century.; for years 
his was the only ministry in the pulpits of the Church 
of England in London faithful to the doctrines of the 
cross. Slandered and maligned and persecuted, he 
nevertheless persisted “in the face of howling mobs, 
brutal men, and unsexed women” to preach that mes- 
sage revealed to him on the holy mount. Henry 
Venn was another of the Lord’s mighty ones. Of 
him, Whitefield said, “The worthy Venn is valiant 
for the truth—a man of thunder. He labors abun- 
dantly and his ministry has been owned of the Lord 
in the conversion of sinners. Thanks be to God for 
such an instrument.” Yet another. of that day — John 
Berridge of Everton. This “Angel of the Churches,” 
as Whitefield called him, literally lived on the heights 
with God. “Lord,” he said, “if I have thy presence 
and love, that sufficeth.” 


II. Men Who Bring the Cloud Are Those Who Cast 
Themselves Down 


What does the prophet’s whole demeanor express 
but abasement and conscious unworthiness? Reaching 
the summit of the hill he lmeels down, bends his 
head forward toward his knees, and in this posture 
begins his pleadings. It is difficult to recognize the 
prophet as being the man who stood erect before 
Ahab and Jezebel, charging home to those royal sin- 
ners the guilt of their wrongdoing and declaring the 
warning of God. There is now no longer the fierce- 
ness ami fire of the Carmel conflict, but a broken, 
humbled, agonizing man, for now he meets God. 
“The oak is now the bulrush and the lion a lamb.” 
This is the true attitude of those who bring blessing. 

Prior to the Welsh revival Evan Roberts had prayed 
all through thirteen years for the Spirit. For four 
years Seth Joshua had prayed that God would raise 
up sOme one from among the people. There were two 
men who believed their prayers were answered — the 
same day — September 29, 1904. At a little prayer- 
meeting Evan Roberts felt he must pray, Elvet Lewis 
tells the story in “With Christ among the Miners.” 
“As one after another prayed he [Evan Roberts] 
kept asking the Spirit, ‘Shall I pray now?’ ‘Wait 
a. little, He would reply. ‘After several had prayed, 
I felt “living force” entering my heart; it held my 
breath, my legs trembled violently, and after each 
prayer I kept asking, “Shall I now?” While the “liv- 
ing force” went on increasing, increasing —— almost to 
bursting. At last, when some one had finished pray- 
ing, with my heart quivering I would have burst had 
T not prayed.’ . . . His repeated cry was, ‘Bend me! 
bend me! bend us!’ ‘It was God “commending his love” 
that bent me.’” 

“How every crisis of the soul,” adds the historian, 
‘seems to gather into itself the great history of the 
ages’ As we reverently view, not without awe, that 
tremendous conflict in the Methodist Chapel, we seem 
to see the shades of undying saints gather around and 
they are mirrored in the crystal flood of tears. Augus- 
tine, Francis of Assisi, Bunyan, Daniel Rowlands, 
countries and centuries are melted in one tear of the 
inmost soul.” 
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Oh! have we learned to bend before God? Daniel 
says, “I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by 
prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, 
and ashes; and I prayed unto the Lord my God, and 
made my confession” (Dan. 9:3, 4). And Ezra 
wielded the same mighty weapon in every time of 
need. “I fell upon my knees,” he says, “and spread 
out my hands unto the Lord my God” (Ezra 9:5). 
Nehemiah employs the same method: “And it came 
to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and 
wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and 
prayed before the God of heaven” (Neh. 1:4). 


Il]. Men Who Bring the Cloud Are Men Who Ear- 
nestly Plead with God 


As we turn again to Carmel we see the prophet at 
work in prayer. The whole of his consecrated man- 
hood is vigoreusiy exercised. There is no listless atti- 
tude or flagging of interest, but a fervency and an 
urgency as he carries his argument forward to the 
very throne of God itself. Rain! Rain! that is his 
plea, and his soul is sore troubled until “the heaven 
gave rain.” Oh, what pleading! what earnestness! 
what grim determination! He does not despair be- 
cause the answer is delayed. The apostle James tells 
us “he prayed <gain.” Promised blessings must be 
sought for in continual prayer. > The reason we 
so easily grow weary, and so soon cease from praying, 
is because we are not sufficiently in earnest for the 
blessing we implore. Any prayer that would win 
with Heaven must be accompanied with such earnest- 
ness as proves that the blessing sought is really needed. . 
Alas! how lacking in white-heated intensity is much 
of our modern praying. 

Although conscious that the bles.ing was coming, 
the prophet yet prayed. The promise of God can, 
never do away with the necessity of prayer. He who 
has given the piedge of blessing has also made the 
stipulation, “I will yet for this be enquired of ... to 
do it for them.” Though the Bible be crowded with 
promises, yet they will remain inoperative until we 
turn them into prayer, and if our prayers are based 
on a Divine promise we have an irresistible purchase 
with God, for we can put our finger upon his own 
Word and say, “Do as thou hast said.” 

Prayer that brings the cloud is not easy. Jacob 
travailed until he prevailed, but who really travails 
in prayer today? Few make time for prayer. There 
is a dearth of conversions; revival tarries; worldliness 
is overruning our churches, Modernism jis eating like 
a canker at the vitals of the faith, and yet! who stirs 
himself up to call upon his God? 

Since revivals are of Sovereign origin, we have 
no choice but to pray for the showers of blessing. 
The apostles considered it necessary and said, “We 
will give ourselves continually to prayer” (Acts 6: 
4). Fervently the prophets of old urged it. “Ye 
that make mention of the Lord, kéep not silence, and 
give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth” (Isa. 62:6, 7). 

That is how John Livingstone brought the cloud 
in 1630 at the Kirk o’ Shotts. The same is true of 
Jonathan Edwards’ church. The night before he 
preached his memorable sermon, “Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God,” several of his members spent the 
whole night in prayer. The Spirit of God was might- 
ily poured out, so that during the preaching men threw 
their aris around the pillars of the church and cried, 
“Lord, save us, we are slipping down to hell!” May 
we not in our,,day have a revival in answer to the 
importunate did insistent praying of God’s people? 


IV. The Men Who Bring the Cloud Expect Great 
Things from God 

While the man of God thus wrestled in prayer he 
said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the 
sea.” As soon as the sign of rain became visible on 
the distant horizon he knew his prayer was beginning 
to be answered. It would be a strange thing indeed 
if prayer were not answered. Said the Psalmist, “I 
will direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.” 
Are we expecting- the blessing? We must not faint 
because the long looked-for revival tarries. It will 
surely come. faith will be tested. Six times the 
Sidonian boy went up, and then again descended -the 
highest peak, and he could only report, “There is 
nothing.” Here is spiritual discipline. Faith is not 
being destreyed: it is being proved. Delaying is not 
denying. “Though the vision tarry, wait for it.” We 
are as they who watch for the morning. We scan the 
horizon for evidences that prayer is being heard. At 
length a speck appears. “Behold, there ariseth a lit- 
tle cloud out of the sea.” Only a little cloud at the 
first. Hardly visible, but sufficient to fulfill the hopes 
of the prophet. It is the earnest of the coming shower. 
The pledge is given, and we shall receive more. 

The cloud is the first that has been seen for three 
years and a half. It is the harbinger. What joy it 
would bring! Let us be thankful if we see even the 
little cloud. It will broaden and stretch across every 
part of Heaven. 

_The cloud broke at last, and “amid a hoarse thanks- 
giving murmur from ihe forest around” there rains 
eb the grateful deluge — token that prayer has been 

eard. 

My brethren, are we such men as are here described? 
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Can we ascend? 

Are we willing to fall down before God? 

Do we know how to plead? 

Have we the spirit of buoyant expectancy? 

Given such condition, there shall be showers of bless- 
ing and the valley shall be filled with water. The 
Lord grant it, for the world needs it! A _ revival 
cannot be manufactured by evangelists, or by favorite 
plans and arrangements. It cannot be pumped up from 
below; but it can come down from above. 

















“A Fundamentalist 
Religious Paper’ — Where ? 


Recently a minister in North Carolina wrote to 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot TimEs as follows: 


. 
Please send me a copy of THe SunpAy ScHOOL 
TimEs, a weekly Fundamentalist religious periodical. 
I am thinking of subscribing for the paper, but want 
to see a copy first. Thank you. 


Now the interesting thing about this letter is that 
the minister whose interest had been aroused was not 
sure of the address of the paper, so he wrote on his 
envelope: 

Tue SunpAY ScHOooL TIMES 

A FUNDAMENTALIST RELIGIOUS PAPER 
New York, N. Y., or Cincinnati, O. 


In the lower lefthand corner of the envelope he 
wrote: “P.M. Please put the correct address.” 

The letter came right through to the office of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, some obliging postmaster 
or postal clerk having written Phila.,; Pa., in pencil 
on the envelope. 

This is encouraging. ‘The subscription and editorial 
departments of THE SuNpDAy ScHooL TIMEs are glad 
to know that when a letter is addressed to “A Funda- 
mentalist Religious Paper” the United States Post 
Office Department knows just where to send it! Sam- 
ple copies of the Times were promptly sent to the 
inquirer, and it is hoped that he will soon be a per- 
manent member of the Times Family. 

P.S. Yes, indeed, there are many other Fundamen- 
talist religious periodicals in North America. A 
goodly number of weeklies, monthlies, quarterlies, and 
annuals are true to the old faith, even while a lament- 
ably large number have turned away from the Word 
and “the faith once for all delivered.” The Times 
rejoices that it is but one of the many of whom God 
can say, “I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all 
the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every 
mouth which hath not kissed him.” 


we 


Singing the Word of God 


WE ALL know how a tune sometimes sings itself 
into our hearts and keeps humming itself in our 
minds whether we will or not. The same is true of 
the unique and inspired melodies and harmonies of 
the precious Word of God. There is a great deal said 
about music in the Word of God; we know it has a 
prominent place in Heaven, and we know God wants it to 
have a prominent place in the lives of his children here 
on earth, for his Word says so. A consecrated musi- 
cian, Robert Harkness, whose musical gifts were 
greatly used of God in world-wide evangelistic tours 
with Charles M. Alexander, and Dr. R. A. Torrey, 
and Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, is now giving members 
of Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times Family a rich oppor- 
tunity_to sing the Word of God by composing special 
music for occasional Golden Texts of the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lessons. Two of these 
Golden Texts in Song have been published, in the 
Times of November 1 and December 6, setting to 
music the precious verses about the Gospel and the 
Scriptures found in Luke 19: 10 and 2 Timothy 3: 15. 
In next week’s issue another Golden Text Song by 
Mr. Harkness will be published, for the lesson of 
January 25, on the passage in Hebrews 2:18: “In 
that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is 
able to succor them that are tempted.” : 

The Times believes that this novel feature will be 
increasingly valued by its readers as they come to 
use it more and more in various ways. The Sunday- 
school as a whole, or any department of the school, 
can quickly learn the Golden Text by thus singing it, 
—in the home circle, at family worship, or Sunday 
evenings around the open fireplace. An interesting 
and partial review of the Quarter’s lessons can be had 
on Review Sunday in the Sunday-school by having 
the school as a whole or different classes sing such 
Golden Texts of the Quarter as have been set to 
music by Mr. Harkness. These Golden Texts in song 
are appearing about once a month. The Editor will 
welcome letters from readers telling how they are 
using them, 
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Lesson for January 18 
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Illuminating glimpses of Luke, the subject of the 
Sunday-school lessons for the first half of 1931 


A Doctor’s Study of the Doctor’s Gospel 
By Howard A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D. 














UR four Gospels at first reading seem so much 
alike, as they record similar scenes and teach- 


ings, that one may be inclined to ask, “Why « 


so many?” But surely four witnesses are better than 
one in a matter of transcendent importance. Then 
there is the further advantage of their independent 
testimonies which become mutually corroborative, — 
“In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every 
word be established” (Deut. 19:15 and 2 Cor. 13:1). 
Yet again, as we come really to know our Gospel 
narratives, how wonderfully different they prove to 
be! So different but so unitedly one are they that 
we feel impelled to cry out, as the angelic hosts must 
have done upon discovering the Son of God taber- 
nacling among men, “The Lord is in his holy temple: 
let all the earth keep silence before him.” With the 
Acts as their finale, broken off because even yet in 
our day uncompleted, they constitute a veritable New 
Testament Pentateuch. : 

Let us now look briefly at each Gospel in turn that 
we may get our mise en scéne before we settle down 
to a more particular study of Doctor Luke’s account. 

Matthew, as the very first verse witnesses, is the 
Gospel of God’s promised King sent down to earth 
to rule as David’s rightful heir to his throne, but 
rejected and at present reigning in believing hearts 
which look eagerly for his promised return and the 
establishment of a kingdom wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness on earth. yi 


Luke’s Picture of the Son of Man 


An obvious contrast presents itself in Mark’s Gos- 
pel, which presents God’s Servant, plunging almost 
without introduction into the hurly burly of the world 
and the realm of great works—a miracle in every 
one of the first eleven chapters! Mark’s Gospel is 
thus one of urgency, characterized by such words as 
immediately, forthwith, anon, straightway, all with 
the impress of “up and doing” and “the time is short,” 
and the translation of two slightly different but iden- 
tical Greek words (eutheos and euthus), found forty- 
two times in this briefest life of our Lord, eleven of 
which are in the impetuous onset of Chapter 1. Con- 
trast this key word of Mark with its relative infre- 
quency in the much longer Gospels: Matthew, 19; 
Luke, 10; John, 7; Mark, 42 times. Let it be noted 
that the great narrative here is not one of servile 
acts but that of the highest type of service, even of 
a son faithful unto death. 

In Luke, we find the clearest portrayal of Jesus the 
Son of man, a remarkable phrase occurring about 
eighty times in all four Gospels — about twenty-three 
times in Luke, always and only in our Lord’s own 
mouth applied to himself as God’s appointed Head in 
whom the aspirations and expectations of our whole 
race culminate. 

In John, marvelously different from the other three, 
the very first verse proclaims the deity of our Lord 
as God manifest in the flesh, the incarnate Word, the 
everlasting self-existent “I AM,” that is to say, Jeho- 
vah of the Old Testament. 

Viewing Luke in some of his broader outlines as 
a preparation for our more detailed studies planned 
for the ensuing year, we note: 

First, that Luke is a Gentile, the sole exception 
among all the other New Testament writers who are 
Jews; indeed, he is the one exception in all the Bible 
writings; that he,is one of the Goyim or heathen 
nations is evident in Paul’s reference in Colossians 
4:14, where he is named apart from those “who are 
of the circumcision,” referred to in verse 11. Just 
as the apostle John never names himself except in 
indirect unavoidable references, so Luke omits his 
own personality after the introductory first four verses 
of the Gospel, to be coupled with verse 1 of the Acts, 
where we further become aware of his presence in 
the “we” sections beginning in Acts 16:10. His 
authorship, however, is asseverated by the unbroken 
tradition of the church. Shali not we Gentiles, then, 
one and all give thanks for our own as well as for 
all other Gentile nations in the world that we find 
such a representative as Luke in this Spirit-chosen 
assemblage of New Testament writers? And ought 
not Christian physicians in particular to rejoice that 
the ministry of our craft has for nigh two thousand 
years been so highly honored? Inasmuch as Doctor 
Luke heralds in clarion tones our Gentile privileges 
and liberties in the things of God, it becomes a matter 
of the highest interest to us to find that, of the four 
Gospel accounts of our Lord’s earthly life, this one 
constitutes about thirty percent of the whole; if we 
make a summation of the pages of the Gospel together 
with the Acts and then estimate Luke’s share of our 
New Testament Pentateuch, we discover to our joy 





A book on prayer gives the following incident: 


* A beloved physician whom I knew, and faithful 
deacon, was showing me through his private 
sanitarium. 

“* This is the guest room; here are the offices ; 
this is the dining-room ; yonder is the x-ray room; 
here is the operating room, and these are the 
patient’s rooms. But chief of all,’ said he, ‘here 
is the best room in the building, my prayer room,’ 
and he ushered me in. It was in the roof of the 
building with no light except that which came in 
through the skylight. 

“*It is well, Deacon,’ said I, ‘that all of your 
light comes from above.’ 


“¢ Indeed it does,’ he replied, ‘because I never 
perform an operation without coming to this room 
and asking the great Physician in his supreme 
wisdom and strength to clear my mind that I may 
think properly; to steady my nerves that I may 
operate cleanly; to guide my hand that I may 
make no mistake.’ 

“It is no wonder to me that in his town this 
‘beloved physician ’ has as much practice as any 
other half dozen physicians and does more than 
half of the entire surgical work of the city.” 


The incident does not refer to Dr. Kelly, though 
it well might. In a personal letter to the Editor, 
Dr. Kelly writes: “My own habit is to pray 
constantly in my own bedroom about my work 
and the patients to be operated on, for guidance 
and skill. If you discover the man referred to, 
let me have his:name.” 








that Luke has given us as much as forty percent of 
the whole (as calculated by counting the pages of 
the Greek Testament). What a rich portion then is 
ours, and how effectively it reinforces our Gentile 
claims to a share in the great Gospel even on such 
simple grounds, for here we thus realize the fulfill- 
ment of the prophetic promises of old, that there is 
now no difference, for Christ Jesus “hath broken 
down. the middle wall of partition,” separating Jew 
and Gentile and including all the races of men. 


The Medical Language of Luke 

Are we, aside from tradition, well assured that 
Luke was indeed a doctor just like those who come to 
treat our sick folks today? Undoubtedly, for his 
writings carry the hall marks of a medical man in 
themselves, and his profession is incontrovertibly em- 
balmed in the very words he uses; we note this 
especially, as one might readily anticipate, in the 
technical medical terms he uses as compared with 
Matthew and with Mark, as well as in his fuller de- 
tails in describing the miracles of-healing ; we remark 
it, too, in describing other events, when in numerous 
instances he instinctively lays hold of terms for the 
most part found only in Greek medical authors, 

This important fact was first brought clearly to 
light by William Kirk Hobart in 1882 (“The Medical 
Language of St. Luke: A Proof from Internal Evi- 
dence that the Gospel According to St. Luke and the 
Acts of the Apostles were written by the Same Per- 
son and that the Writer was a Medical Man”), who 
devoted his life to the study. The Rev. Alfred 
Plummer, former Master of University College, Dur- 
ham, England, in his commentary on Luke, remarks 
that the argument is cumulative, for while any two 
or three instances of coincidence of his language with 
medical terminology might be explained as happenings, 
the large number of such words makes such an ex- 
planation unsatisfactory. Later on, this attractive 
theme became the subject of a volume by the dean of 
the higher critics, Adolph Harnack of Berlin, who 
in the English edition of his “Luke the Physician” 
declares: “The evidence is of overwhelming force; 
so that it seems to me that no doubt can exist that 
the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles were 
composed by a physician. .. . I subscribe to the words 
of Zahn, ‘Hobart has proved for every one who can 
at all appreciate proof that the author of the Lukan 
work was a man practiced in the scientific language 
of Greek medicine —in short, a Greek physician.’ ” 

I cannot refrain from adding further his comment 
as revealing general tendencies in many of the critics, 
which apply also to our Gospel, “I must refrain from 
entering closely into the truly pitiful history of the 
criticism of the Acts,” and “So quickly does criticism 
forget its true function, with such bigoted obstinacy 
does it cling to its hypotheses.” 

Harnack reaches a clear conclusion by the follow- 


ing logical process: “St. Luke, according to St. 
Paul, was_a physician. When a physician writes an 
historical work, it does not necessarily follow that 
his profession shows itself in his writing; yet it is 
only natural for one to look for traces of the author’s 
medical profession in such a work. These traces may 
be of different kinds: (1) The whole character of 
the narrative may be determined by points of view, 
aims, and ideals which are more or less medical (dis- 
ease and its treatment); (2) marked preference may 
be shown for stories concerning the healing of dis- 
eases, which stories may be given in great number and 
detail; (3) the language may be colored by the lan- 
guage of physicians (medical technical terms, meta- 
phors of medical character, etc.). All these three 
groups of characteristic signs are found, as we shall 
see, in the historical work which bears the name of 
St. Luke. . . . A combination of characteristic signs 
will compel us to believe that the author was a physi- 
cian if (4) the description of the particular cases of 
disease shows distinct traces of medical diagnosis 
and scientific knowledge; (5) if the language, even 
where questions of medicine or of healing are not 
touched upon, is colored by medical phraseology; and 
(6) if in those passages where the author speaks as 
an eyewitness medical traits are especially and promi- 
nently apparent. These three kinds of tokens are also 
found in the historical work of our author. It is ac- 
cordingly proved that it proceeds from the pen of a 
physician.” 


How He Describes Illness 


A few pertinent illustrations cannot fail to be of 
interest. 

Luke alone preserves for us in the sermon at Naz- 
areth our Lord’s appellation of Physician, “And he 
said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this 
proverb, Physician, heal thyself” (4:23). 

While in Matthew -and Mark we read simply that 
Simon’s wife’s mother had a fever, Luke tells that 
she “was taken with the great fever” (4:38): this 
accords with the classification of the period which 
recognized two classes, the great and the little fevers 
—the mother-in-law had the serious threatening kind. 

The medical expression “was taken” is used nine 
times by Luke, never in Mark and John, and only 
once in Matthew; in Acts 28:8 it occurs again, also 
with fever, in the case of Publius who lay sick. Hip- 
pocrates uses the same word in connection with those 
who were seized with epilepsy, and Galen uses it in 
a number of instances as well. 

In chapter 5 Luke tells us that the leper who be- 
sought the Lord to heal him was “full of leprosy”; 
while in chapter 17 a group of evidently lighter cases 
is simply described as ten men who were lepers. Our 
man in the fifth chapter had the aggravated form, 
much as if in describing a smallpox patient I should 
note that he had the “confluent smallpox,” distinguish- 
ing a far worse form. 

The report of our Lord’s solemn warnings as to 
latter days cautions the disciples “to take heed to 
yourselves lest at any time your hearts be overcharged 
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this 
life” (21:34). Overcharged (kraipale) is a medical 
term for the distress and nausea following debauchery, 
which German students have made into Kracpeln, a 
condition familiar to many university students. 

Luke also uses the word paralelumenos (four times 
in chapter 5 and in Acts 8 and 9) for the paralytic or 
palsied man who was let down through the broken roof, 
a strictly medical term, while Matthew and Mark 
use paralutikos ten times, which was the popular ex- 
pression for palsy and from which our own word 
paralysis is derived. 

In the account of:the Gadarene (chapter 8), Luke 
in particular notes that he “ware no clothes,” and 
adds, not related by Matthew and Mark, that the 
possession had lasted a long time, always a matter of 
prime interest to a doctor and noted elsewhere in Luke, 
as when he states that the woman with issue had been 
troubled for twelve years, and that the woman who was 
“bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself” 
(¥3: 11) had suffered for eighteen years, with several 
instances too, in Acts. Nakedness as observed in 
the Gadarene is noted by Greek medical men, as in 
Arateus in his chapter on mania, as a mark of a 
deranged mind. 

In the account of the woman with the issue of 
blood, the__statement follows that the flow was 
stanched; a phrase characteristically medical as shown 
by similar terms in Hippocrates, Dioscorides, and 
Galen. 

When our Lord said, “It is easier for a camel to 
go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter 
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into the kingdom of God” (18:25), he used a diction 
quite differen. irom Matthew and Mark, for here the 
word for “needle” (belone) means a surgical needle, 
and the word for “eye” is that for a hole or perforation 
of any kind in the body. 

In speaking to the lawyers (11:46), “Ye your- 
selves touch not the burdens with one of your fin- 
gers,’ Luke uses the expression for the doctor's ex- 
amination of the body by inspection with palpation. 

In the expression in the shipwreck chapter in Acts 
27:17, “They used helps, undergirding the ship,” the 
word for undergirding is never used for ships but is 
common among medical men for structures which 
serve to strengthen some part of the body. “They 
used helps” is also remarkable as the current medical 
term applied to ligaments, muscles, peritoneum. 

It is Luke alone who relates the miracle done by 
our Lord upon one of his enemies Malchus who came 
to arrest him in>the Garden, in restoring his ear 
which Peter smote off. Doctor-like, Luke completes 
the picture by noting that it was the right ear (22: 
50), as mentioned also by John. 

He further tells ws that the withered hand stretched 
out and healed was the right one (6:6); and it ap- 
peals to his keen medical judgment that our Lord’s 
immediate order for the daughter of Jairus, when he 
“took her by the hand, and called saying, Maid, arise. 
And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway,” 
was, “He commanded to give her meat” (8: 40-56). 

The man who came to our Lord after his descent 
from the Mount of Transfiguration and besought him 
to “look upon my son: for he is mine only child” (9: 
38) used the term for “look upon” (epiblepein) that 
was used of old for a request to make a medical ex- 
amination into the condition of a patient. 

And so, all through the Gospel and the Acts, similar 
material abounds, enough for a much longer disquisi- 
tion on this head alone. 

We have need to be profoundly impressed by these 
facts, which have only been appreciated for a few 
years, that many undeniable defenses of the Bible 
still lie hidden away and undiscovered within its own 
pages as they are read by millions century after cen- 
tury. My friend Dr. J. W. Thirtle, eminent evan- 
gelical Christian minister of London, England, has 
made a similar precious discovery relating to those 
long-time puzzling headings and footnotes appended 
to many of the Psalms. 

Turning from the personality of our author to the 
subject matter of the Gospel, we find Luke telling us 
in his very third verse that he will “write unto thee 
in order, most excellent Theophilus,’ and so in this 
respect with a purpose somewhat varying from the 
remaining synoptics (Matthew and Mark). We ob- 
serve therefore from the very outset the intent of the 
author to hold pretty closely to chronological sequence. 

Luke’s first three chapters are dedicated to our 
Lord’s life up to the commencement of his ministry ; 
he begins with Gabriel’s announcement before his 
birth and continues on through the angel-heralded 
birth, his early years up to the age of thirty, his bap- 
tism, and finally his genealogy traced back to the 
forefather of all men, Adam (3: 38), through whom, 
aiter the. flesh, we assert our Gentile claim upon the 
Christ as the representative head of the whole human 
race. How much we should miss if we only had 
Matthew's abbreviated introductory account! Then 
follow five chapters, 4 to 8, which cover the two and 
a half years of our Lord’s Gentile ministry, until at 
last the time arrives when the disciples fully and 
clearly recognized him as “the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” I like to look upon this Gentile 
period as a sort of high school education for the 
disciples. The remaining sixieen chapters, 9 to 24, 
are the record of the last six months of our Lord’s 
life, including his journey to Jerusalem, his crucifixion, 
hjs resurrection, and his ascension; this period, which 
déccupies but one-fifth of the time of the preceding 
fio and a half years, takes about three times as much 
space in the relating of its events. This simple fact 
demonstrates the transcendent importance of that cen- 
tral event of all the Gospels and indeed of the whole 
Bible, the great tragedy of the crucifixion. I like to 
call these last six months the university period in the 
education of the disciples. Note a somewhat similar 
instructive disproportion also in the Gospels of Mat- 
thew and Mark, between the records of the first thirty 
years and the last six months of our Lord’s life; in 
Matthew the crucifixion looms up insistently in chap- 
ter 16 and in Mark in chapter 8. 

To express our outline somewhat differently, the 
first three chapters answer the question WHo? Who 
is this great person who appears so suddenly among 
us? The answer is, the Christ of God, the Son of 
man. The next query in logical sequence is WHAT? 
What is his reason for coming? And what works 
ha$ he done that no man could do? This appears in 
chapters 4 to 8. The final question is How? How 
does he accomplish our salvation? The reply to this, 
in chapters 9 to 24, is by his death on the cross, his 
resurrection, and his ascension. 

Remarkable indeed in all the world’s literature are 
Luke’s first four introductory verses to his Gospel 
as it sets forth for Theophilus, its addressee, in forty- 
two words in Greek, eighty-two in English, Luke’s 
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perfect competency to establish by his testimony the 
most astounding tacts ever proclaimed in the history 
of man, or indeed in the history of this or any uni- 
verse. The declaraiion is simple, modest, and re- 
strained, and without the least conscious effort at ef- 
fect. No brief paragraph ever written equais this 
declaration in its absolute assurance as to the certainty 
of those things wherein Luke is about to instruct us. 
Let me skeletonize so vital a presentation in order 
to emphasize the words that rightly command our 
entire and unshakable confidence in the revelations 
immediately to follow: 

Many have taken in hand to 

Set forth in order 

A declaration (a formal, carefully considered statement) 

Of things most surely believed 

Delivered unto us 

By those from the very beginning 

Eyewitnesses - 

Servants of the word (Christ the Word included) 

(1 also) having had a perfect understanding 

Of all things 

From the very first 

Write unto thee in order (Theophilus) 

That thou mightest have additional and more knowledge 
as to the certainty 

Concerning the words in which thou wast orally in- 
structed (catechumenized) 


Thus does our Gospel open, and throw down the 
gauntlet to that first and to all succeeding generations 
of men, with clear, convinced, emphatic, formal state- 
ment of a man of scientific mind and training. In 
the above assertions let us include the first four .verses 
of John’s First Epistle. I venture also here ‘to affirm 
that Luke obviously possesses more of the spirit of 
true science than many professors eighteen centuries 
later, restrained in our judgments as we are wont to 
be by the shackles of our inbred conservatism which 
until recently has cried out that “since the fathers 
fell asleep, all’ things continue as they were” (2 Pet. 
3:4). Recognizing such a spirit in myself, I feel sure 
I see it also in some of my fellows who are loud in 
their praises of our scientific age. Be it noted also 
that our great men fear just as much the ridicule of 
their fellows as they did two thousand years ago. 

In the late seventeen hundreds, John Hunter, the 
founder of modern surgery, laid down the fundamental 
principle of “first facts and then theory,” in the 
homely terse phrase, “Don’t think, try,” which brought 
all the sciences out of their Middle Age swaddling 
clothes of conjecture and mere authority, a discovery 
in reality reaffirming the dictum of the Holy Spirit, 
“Prove all things, hold fast that which is good” (1 
Thess. 5: 21). 

Doctor Luke first of all assures us of his knowledge 
of the facts and then at once places on record that 
astounding visit of the Angel Gabriel to Zacharias, 
promising him and Elisabeth a son in their old age, 
and then to the Virgin Mary, announcing the coming 
of the Son of God and her motherhood, as well as 
recording the angelic choir later rejoicing with the 
sons of men over the birth of the Messiah. It is 
beyond by purpose to enter into details further than 
to note that here Luke reports an event in the birth 
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of John the Baptist like that of Isaac, the very foun- 
tain and source of the Jewish race. Let me also 
pause to emphasize Mary’s absolute self-sacrifice in 
offering her body as the living sanctuary for God’s 
purpose. As we reflect on these events, do not these 
marvelous outbursts of praise in Mary’s Magnificat 
and Zacharias’ Benedictus, as well as Simeon’s Song, 
furnish a capstone to all the Psalms, nay even go 
still further in leading us into a new Psalmody of a 
new age that of the twice-born ones? How clear, too, 
from the opening verses of chapters 2 and 3 is it 
that in the divine calendar, the world’s greatest char- 
acters — heads of governmenis and priestcraft — are 
merely God’s figures appearing on the dial of the 
world’s clock only to mark the time when the Lord’s 
Christ appeared and again when the Word of God 
came to a chosen servant, John the Baptist, far away 
in the wilderness! Nor let me pass over the event 
of the bap.ism of Jesus as, mingling with John’s peni- 
tents, he began to “fulfil all righteousness” as he dedi- 
cated himself to his great- work. When Adam fell, 
dragging the race with him, as my long-time dear 
friend Dwight Moody once said, God’s breaking heart 
uttered the saddest. cry ever heard for“his lost son, 
“Where art thou?” There came no response through 
all the ages until the Lord Jesus presented himself in 
baptism, when Heaven opened and the Father spoke 
at last, “Thou art my beloved Sor; in thee I am well 
pleased” (Luke 3: 22). 

Luke was guided as were all other New Testament 
writers by God’s Holy Spirit. Such guidance does 
not mean that Luke entered into retirement and waited 
for the Holy Spirit to reveal the Gospel truths to him, 
but it involved, as well as guidance, his use of every 
possible means of discovering facts as opportunities 
and witnesses offered. He undoubtedly learned more 
in his intimate associations with Paul than from any 
other person. Also, while Paul was imprisoned for 
two years at Cesarea, Luke must have used the 
occasion to gain first-hand knowledge of the events 
of our Lord’s life from many who were present at 
his teachings and who witnessed the performance of 
his miracles. It seems likely, too, that he even had 
frequent converse with Mary, the mother of our Lord. 
Other helps were surely some of the many who “have 
taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of 
those things which are most surely believed among 
us” (1:1). And as touching their competence, let 
us hasten to add, “Even as they delivered them unto 
us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and 
ministers of the Word.” The genealogy in the third 
chapter is an example of another kind of source, docu- 
mentary records, to which Luke must have had re- 
course. Mark’s Gospel may be included among the 
“many” referred to, but this is by no means sure, 
because he omits all of Mark 6:45 to 8:9 and the 
visit of the Gentile Magi in Matthew 2, and other 
phases of the latter Gospel which would have ap- 
pealed strongly to his Gentile readers. Most of the 
chapters 9:51 to 19:28, describing our Lord’s last 
journey to Jerusalem and including his ministry out- 
side of Galilee, contain matter recorded by Luke alone. 


(To be concluded) 














Giving Out Gospels at Football Games 


An enthusiastic student movement at Wheaton College, 
which is continuing beyond the football season 


By Willard M. Aldrich 














BE Scripture Distribution Society, a student 

organizztion of Wheaton College, Wheaton, III, 

was formed in a prayer group of four men who 

met each morning from six to seven for Bible study 
and prayer. 

The Lord laid the burden first upon the heart of 
Carl E. Anderson, now directing the work, when he 
was pastor of a church in Batavia, IIl., last year. 
As he ministered to his congregation the vision of the 
lost multitudes outside of church influence swarming 
the fields of the great football games was pressed 
heavily upon his spirit. With the verse, “When he 
saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion” 
(Matt. 9:36), gripping his soul he entered Wheaton 
in the autumn determined to meet this great need. 
For three weeks he and the three friends prayed. One 
day in October nineteen men were sent out to reach 
a high school game in Chicago, giving out nearly 
two thousand Gospels of John. This portion has been 
chosen for the silent messenger because it specifically 
states: “These are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name” (John 20: 31). 

During the ensuing five weeks of the society’s ex- 
istence over thirty-five thousand Gospels were dis- 
tributed, rather thoroughly covering the more im- 
portant high school games and several college games 
in Chicago and within a radius of thirty miles of 
Wheaton. Each Saturday a group of over fifty stu- 
dents and several faculty members set out for the 
games in cars heavily laden with Gospels. These were 


given to the crowds either as they entered or as they 
left the fields. 

fhe first experiment saw many Gospels thrown to 
the ground. To remedy this each Gospel has been 
enclosed in a neat blue envelope-resembling a bank 
book, on which the great football coach, Alonzo 
Stagg, of the University of Chicago has written, “This 
little book will help us all to win in the game of life.” 
This expedient proved the solution. 

A detachable flyleaf encouraging the reader to send 
to the society for another Scripture portion was 
pasted in the Gospels as they went out. Many slips 
came in, and the follow-up committee eagerly im- 
proved every contact. 

In addition to this work about fifty students are 
marking verses in First and Second Corinthians of 
comfort to the bereaved. These booklets are sent out 
from the Chicago office of the American Bible So- 
ciety enclosed in an attractive cover entitled, “Solace 
for the Sorrowing from the Book of Books.” 

Dr. J. L. McLaughlin, secretary of* the American 
Bible Society, characterized the enterprise as the most 
encouraging movement with which he has come in 
contact in his four years’ experience with the Bible 
Society. Dr. J. W. Welsh, field secretary of the 
same organization, and who has been for many years 
connected with the college, in writing to President 
Buswell said that this was the most significant spir- 
jtual movement ever started on the Wheaton campus. 
President Buswell in a chapel talk voiced similar sen- 
timents. And no wonder! The enthusiasm of twenty- 





























Lesson for January 18 


five to Seventy-five students putting Gospels into en- 
velopes or embarking in cars for the various fields or 
‘conscientiously performing a multitude of dull and 
mechanical operations, the while singing choruses with 
light hearts and glad countenances, is genuinely con- 
tagious. Parallel to this runs the volume and depth 
of prayer which the student body is offering. Not 
less remarkable is the spirit of sacrificial giving be- 
ing shown. As the result of an appeal in chapel, cash 
and pledges totaling more than $600 were received 
from the students and faculty. Some of the gifts have 
come in without a name to indicate their source. 
The Lord has enlarged the vision to carry on,tlee 
work in shops, prisons, homes, and schools, after the 
passing of the football season. The burden is espe- 
cially great for the thousands of fellow students at- 
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tending colleges and universities where the Bible is 
not known save in the ridicule of blasphemous pro- 
fessors. We hope to extend the work also to other 
Christian schools so that they, too, may share the 
blessing and the responsibility of helping the great 
mass of less fortunate college students. Already Au- 
gustana College, Rock Island, Ill, has manifested a 
keen interest in the work. Let us pray that many may 
be led to join the movement. We are burdened to 
answer the unvoiced cry of the student world, a 
cry, which though stifled by false teachings, pride, and 
pleasure, is poignantly real—‘“Come over and help 
us.” Will you help? “Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into 
his harvest” (Matt. 9: 38). 
WHeaton, ILL. 
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Why the world needs to know of 
the Lord’s second coming 








The Only Light in a Darkening Sky 


- By Christabel Pankhurst 














We are to study, January 18, in the rich new series of International Uniform Lessons on ‘‘Jesus the World’s 


Saviour, ’’ the inspired account of The Ministry of John the Bapt 


ist. What this flaming messenger of God did 


in proclaiming to his generation the first coming of Christ to this earth, the whole Church of Christ should be 
doing for today’s generation in proclaiming the second coming of Christ to this earth. 


HE Editor set me a hard task when he asked 
me to describe the special meeting in London 
arranged by those who have launched the 
Women’s Advent Proclamation, Heralding the Ap- 
proaching Personal Visible Return.in Power and Giory 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Even in the days of the 
Woman. Suffrage campaign I used to plead, “I can 
remember only the things that have not yet hap- 
pened,” so perhaps this plea will be accepted now if, 
instead of describing the meeting in detail, I shall 
simply tell what is the dominant impression that still 
survives it in my mind. 

This is that the world in general is at last ripe 
and ready to hear the Gospel—the good news— 
of the coming and kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The same conviction came to: me at the equally re- 
markable meeting held a few weeks earlier in Paris. 
Both meetings were held in ordinary public halls and 
were attended largely by men and women who do not 
attend religious meetings and had never before heard 
a discourse on prophecy, the signs of the times, and 
our Lord’s premillennial return. These audiences in- 
cluded intellectuals, writers, men of affairs, lawyers, 
political, and social reformers. English audiences: and 
French audiences alike were tense in their interest. 
The power of the prophetic argument was very evi- 
dently being felt. This was the first time for most of 
these thoughtful, experienced, and responsible listeners 
that the correspondence between Biblical prophecy and 
present-day events and conditions had been brought to 
their notice. There could be no doubt of the pro- 
found attention they were giving to the prophetic in- 
terpretation of the compfex world problem. of today, 
nor of their gladness at being offered what might prove 
to be the clew to this perilous tangle of human affairs. 
Certainly they were of the sort that would want after 
the meeting to study the matter for themselves, to 
deliberate and decide independently whether the signs 
of these times, viewed in the light of prophecy, are 
in truth announcing the return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

For such folk are not apt to commit themselves 
easily and suddenly to a new declaration of belief. 
And yet this response is made immediately by many: 
“I hope that you are right and that Christ is com- 
ing again. He cannot come too soon. The world 
needs him.” Typical also was this word of a dis- 
tinguished old Frenchman wearing the emblem. of 
the Legion of Honor in his buttonhole, who said at 
the close of the meeting in Paris: “Mademoiselle. 
you have given us new hope; you have put a radiant 
cross in our sky.” In America, I am convinced that 
the appeal and comfort of the good news of our Lord’s 
coming is and will be the same. 

This message of his kingdom is meant by our Lord 
to be given to the whole wide world, and he wants 
it to be offered to the world as good news, as a Gos- 
pel, not as a menace. 

Today, as nineteen centuries ago, it is by the tender 
mercy of our God that the Lord Jesus, the Dayspring 
from on High, is to visit earth. Only his deliberate 
enemies need fear his coming, and even to them the 
appeal is made to be wise, to be instructed, to kiss 
the Son lest he be angry. 

Yes, it is good news, a Gospel indeed, that the 
Lord Jesus is coming again. This poor sin-stricken 
modern world needs good news: the anxious, troubled 
people in it are hungry for good news. There is so 
much bad news in the world today! Our righteous 
and merciful God has good news to give and asks 
us to preach to all nations this good news that his 
Son, his King, is coming again. To those who fear 


his coming we are to explain that “blessed are all 
they who put their trust in him.” Ambassadors that 
we are, our task is to herald our King’s coming in 
person, and to urge the unprepared to be reconciled 
to God who hath made this coming Lord and King, 
who knew no sin, to be sin for us that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him. 
Evangelism today, if it is to be effectual, requires 
the preaching of the twofold evangel of cross a d 
crown. Inseparable and indivisible are cross and 
crown for our Lord himself. In the days of his 
sorrow and acquaintance with grief, he was ever look- 
ing and constantly directing the gaze of his disciples 
unto and beyond the cross to his crown and kingdom. 
Before his accusers the Lamb of God was silent on 


-all points — except as to his second coming and Mes- 


sianic kingdom. When that truth was challenged, 
when the high priest asked him: “Art thou the Christ, 
the Son of the Blessed?” (Mark 14:16), then he 
lifted his voice, plainly declaring: “I am: and ye 
shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand 
of power and coming in the clouds of heaven.” And 
when Pilate questioned him, “Art thou the King of 
the Jews?” our Lord proclaimed himself that K’ag 
whose kingdom is conferred not by men on the earth 
but by the Father in Heaven (John 18: 33-36). Thus 
nineteen centuries in advance of his return, in the 
teeth of his enemies, in the grip of his judge, in the 
face of death and that the death of the cross, the 
Lord Jesus, preached his own personal visible return 
and kingdom. And had he not preached to men the 
Gospel of his second coming and kingdom, there would 
have been noe Gospel of the cross for us to preach 
today, because the charge upon which he was cruci- 
fied as the propitiation for our sins was the charge 
that he had proclaimed: himself the world’s coming 
King. “Away with: him, crucify him. ... If thou 
let this man go, thou art not Czsar’s friend; whoso- 
ever maketh himself a king speaketh against Czsar. 
. . . Then: delivered he him therefore unto them to 
be crucified” (John. 19:15, 12, 16). 

So to the Lord’s prediction of his future kingdom 
we owe the Gospel of the cross. A sacred reason 
why we should in preaching the cross preach in the 
same breath his coming, his crown, his kingdom. 

Even Pilate, wiser than he knew, welded together 
the Gospels of our Lord’s cross and crown when he 
wrote a title and put it on the cross, and the writing 
was: “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 

A very modern reason why we need to present the 
cross in the light of the Lord’s return is that the 
present generation finds it easier to understand the 
cross when so preached. 

A serious obstacle to Christian faith today is the 
evil condition of the world, with its rumors of wars 
arising only a short dozen years after the Armistice, 
with its mounting crime wave, with its business de- 
pression -and unemployment problem, with its moral 
and spiritual unrest, with its upheavals of nature, 
storms and floods and earthquakes. The non-Chris- 
tian’s challenge to the Christian witness is this: How 
do you reconcile your Christian doctrine with the 
violence and corruption still existing and even in- 
creasing in this twentieth century after Calvary! Our 
Lord’s own answer to this challenge is given in his 
own prediction of this very crisis, increasing as this 
age draws to a close and of his own personal and 
glorious .return to bring to the world his kingdom of 
righteousness and peace. 

To the challenge of the unbeliever this prediction 
and promise of our Lord is the reply we have to make. 
Nothing less will suffice. 
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The hope of “bringing in the kingdom” by the 
gradual effort of the churches has by this time com- 
pletely vanished. For if this gradual effort could 
not prevent the evils and perils of our present day, 
how is it going-to cure them, seeing that prevention 
wo'lld have been not only better, but easier than cure? 
Besides, there is the very definite prediction of the 
Lord himself, that his own personal and direct and 
sudden intervention is the appointed method of bring- 
ing in the kingdom of God. 

Another reason why the time has come to obey the 
Lord’s command to preach the Gospel of the kingdom 
is that people in general are realizing that the exist- 
ing world conditions are extraordinary and that ordi- 
nary means of dealing with them are not enough. 
Even the supernatural aspect of the problem is gain- 
ing recognition. An American friend, a woman of 
great intelligence and education with a long lifetime 
of wide experience, wrote to me the other day: “I 
am still an agnostic, but although I am not sure about 
God, I am quite certain of this — that there is a Devil 
and that he rules at the present time. Such a world!” 
And one of the younger generation, a modern Euro- 
pean author, in defense of himself and the other “un- 
der thirties,’ charged by their elders with subversive, 
immoral, scandalous, and irreverent writings, pleads 
that they are suffering “a bitter lot” and a “heavy 
destiny,” which their predecessors were spared, and 
that they are living today in “an infernal epoch.” 

At the very time when the good news of our Lord’s 
coming was being given in Paris, two eminent French 
writers happened to testify unwittingly to the very 
signs of his coming. “The newspaper” was the head- 
ing under which one of these writers summed up the 
signs as follows: 


A man has just bought a newspaper, he opens, 
he reads it. I think of the spectacle which these 
sheets of paper covered with letters offers to his 
mind. Serious troubles in India, other troubles 
in Indo-China which may become serious, vague 
parties struggling together in China, the Soviets 
trying to strike through Asia at Europe which 
they cannot get at directly, the difficulties of Great 
Britain, the problems of Germany, and of Italy, 
of France. Another thing: here are crimes, of 
which a great number _are certainly due to the 
eternal imperfection of men, but others are due 
to causes which could be ascertained and removed: 
here are the absurd verdicts of juries, in which 
are shown the confused standards of a society 
without principles. Then there are the political 
articles about the State which is harassing where 
it ought to be protective, feeble where it ought 
to be strong. Again, there is the news of a sci- 
entific discovery, a promise or a threat, which 
perhaps will enable the better healing of the ills 
of mankind and perhaps will infinitely increase the 
means of doing injury. 

Thus this newspaper offers all the elements of 
drama whose equal in extent and gravity has 
never yet been seen in all history — because it en- 
velops all parts of the human race and at the same 
time it brings everything into question, including 
the very existence of nations and because it con- 
cerns ideas, beliefs, morals, and customs, eco- 
nomics, and political life. 


“Charged with many revelations” are the news- 
papers, nowadays, continues this writer, and he urges 
that “this multiplication of signs, as terrible and as 
solemn as those of the Apocalypse,” shall be faced 
by the élite of humanity who must try to understand 
this “drama of the world” and find a way of escape 
from these perils and evils and then point this way 
of escape to their fellow men. 

Surely such a cry of need as that should stir Chris- 
tians to preach the good tidings of the coming of the 
Deliverer ! 

The second of these testimonies that the times are 
evil ran thus: 


There is no precedent in the whole course of 
history for what is happening today, for the 
position in which the civilized world finds itself. 
Some folk lull themselves with the illusion that 
the hurricane which is now shaking the world 
will calm down, as have so many others which 
humanity has survived. This is to misunderstand 
the character of the present menace... . 

Posterity, if the triumph of barbarism does not 
suppress all intellectual curiosity, will study as 
an ee the present attitude of the civilized 
wor 


American witnesses to the abnormal disturbances 
of the world are many and authoritative. The United 
States Secretary of War deems the political and 
economic fabric of the whole world to be severely 
strained. Ex-President Coolidge has stressed the 
present far-reaching crisis in human affairs. President . 
Hoover has written very solemnly about some gov- 
ernmental problems in his own land. Senator David 
A. Reed believes that in Europe there is “a Devil’s 
broth brewing,” and that “if-it were not for the appre- 
hension of Bolshevism, the countries of Europe would 
be at each others’ throat this minute.” The former 
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American Ambassador to Turkey, Mr. Morgenthau, 
is reported as holding that another European war is 
imminent and that the United States will finally be 
drawn into it. 

Such are the rumors and tidings of evil that are 
already causing men’s hearts to fail for fear. It is 
we who understand and believe prophecy and can see 
in the signs of the times the promise of the Lord’s 
sure coming, who are able to keep our heart uplifted 
and serene in view of the things that are coming 
upon the earth. Shall we not share our hope and 
expectancy with our anxious and heayy-hearted fel- 
low beings? 

Men and women without number are heart-hungry 
to believe the good news of the coming of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ —and yet they fear to be- 
lieve while so many Christians are still silent on this 
glorious theme. There is the weakness! 

If, instead of relatively a few voices crying in the 
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wilderness, there were a mighty chorus of advent tes- 
timony by the whole company of true Christians, the 
world would take courage to believe the good news 
of the kingdom and a great host would hear and joy- 
fully respond to the appeal: ‘Repent, for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand.” Thus might arise in the 
time that remains the last and greatest revival before 
the coming of the Lord. 

Even should present signs of his coming fade for 
a while and the present unrest subside, still the truth 
of his second coming and kingdom would have to be 
preached because it is more timely now than when 
the ancient prophets spoke it, than when the Lord 
himself declared it, than when the apostles taught it. 
May he come quickly is the prayer of every loyal 
Christian heart, but more important than the when of 
his coming is the sublime and eternal fact that he 
will come. 

Wicuita, KAn. 








The Man with the Executioner’s Sword 


How Mr. and Mrs. Porteus faced death 











By A. B. Lewis 














When Mr. and Mrs. Porteous and Miss Gemmell of the China Inland Mission were captured by Communists, 

Christian friends not alone in China but all over the world began praying for their release. Miss Gemmell was 

soon set free, but her two friends were stili to go through many weary weeks of captivity, and in this second 
article of his series Mr. Lewis continues the story of the hardship and danger they had to face. 


T NIGHT time Mr. and Mrs. Porteous and Miss 

Gemmell slept in the common room with all 

the prisoners. Generally there was but one 
bed in the room, and that but bare boards. This hed 
had to contain all who could sleep on it. Miss Gem- 
mell lay near to the wall with Mrs. Porteous next to 
her, then came Mr. Porteous, and perhaps another 
Chinese by his side. Others stretched out on the 
floor in any place they could find. Privacy, in the 
real sense of the word, they never really had all the 
time they were in captivity. Food was always the 
native rice, generally very poorly cooked, and as a 
rule all that they had to eat with it was a rather 
tough kind of bamboo sprouts. Just occasionally, 
when opportunity occurred, they were able to buy 
a few eggs or a little meat, and on one occasion their 
captors procured a chicken and called on them to 
share it with them. 

When the Chinese Christians saw that their mission- 
ary friends had been carried away, they made an- 
other great effort to raise funds, and with much 
difficulty got together a sum of some twelve hundred 
dollars. With these they made another journey to 
the Communist headquarters in the country south of 
Yuanchow, and again earnestly begged that they 
would release the missionaries. The Communist 
leaders did not treat them unkindly, but steadfastly 
refused to accept this sum of money, which in their 
eyes was ridiculously small. The Chinese Christians, 
however, were not to be easily turned down, and con- 
tinued in conference with them for several hours, 
reasoning, entreating, and begging that if they would 
not release all three, that at least they would consent 
to release one. Finally the Communist leaders an- 
nounced that they would accept the sum of money, 
and give them an official receipt for it, and when 
the whole sum was forthcoming, this should be reck- 
oned to their account. They explained, however, that 
they could not promise to release even one of the 
missionaries for this small sum, and these devoted 
Chinese brethren: had to return, having been unsuc- 
cessful in their mission. 

However, a few days later when some of the Chi- 
nese captives who had been taken with them were to 
be released, their friends having found the ransom 
for them, Mr. and Mrs. Porteous pleaded very ear- 
nestly with the Communist leaders that they would 
release Miss Gemmell, and allow her to return to 
Yuanchow and assist the Chinese in making their 
representation to the China Inland Mission. By that 
time Christian people all over the world were pray- 
ing daily for our friends, and it pleased the Lord 
to hear prayer, so that the hearts of these men were 
touched and they were at last willing to release Miss 
Gemmell. With joyful hearts and with deep thanks- 
giving to God our dear friends saw Miss Gemmell 
start off on her journey with these Chinese friends. 
She tells of the great kindness and consideration which 
these non-Christian men showed to her while she was 
traveling with them, paying all her expenses on the 
way, and refusing to accept anything from her. She 
also tells how on the evening of that first day, after 
a very fatiguing tramp through rain and mud, they 
arrived at a little village and were welcomed into a 
cottage by an old man and his wife and their little 
granddaughter. These good people, whom she had 
never seen before, welcomed her with true hospital- 
ity and treated her with the utmost kindness, taking 
away her wet clothing and giving her dry to put on, 


washing her muddy stockings and shoes, providing 
her with bedding for the night, also with food and 
some medicine which they said would prevent her 
taking cold. In the morning the old lady went about 
to find volunteers who would be willing to carry her 
back to Yuanchow in a sedan chair, and through her 
help men were procured for this purpose. Miss Gem- 
mell eventually reached Hankow safely, not a little 
shaken in nerve by the ordeal she had passed through; 
but she remained on there working courageously and 
determinedly for the release of her two friends until 
they were finally released. 

Soon after Miss Gemmell had left them orders were 
suddenly given for the march to be continued. Gov- 
ernment soldiers were in the vicinity and fighting had 
already begun. They were hurried along quickly up 
the mountain, and Mrs. Porteous soon became too 
exhausted to keep up, so a pony was provided for her 
to ride on. Mr. Porteous, too, became very wearied 
with the hurried march, and eventually availed himself 
of the horse’s assistance by hanging on to his tail as 
he rushed up the steep places on the hill, Darkness 
came on before they reached the top of the mountain, 
and on the downward journey Mrs. Porteous found 
it necessary to descend from her horse and walk. 
The road was very rough, and in the darkness they 
stumbled and fell many times, and on one of these 
occasions Mrs. Porteous lost her glasses, and being 
unable to recover them she endured no little discom- 
fort from this during the rest of her captivity. It 
was past midnight when they reached a large temple 
and the soldiers still wished to press forward. But 
our two friends had already sunk down with exhaus- 
tion, and the commander hearing of their condition, 
decided to remain there until the morning. They 
were taken to one of the rooms in the temple where 
they were given a bed to lie on, and there they lay on 
the bare boards in their wet clothes, for several times 
on the journey they had fallen into water. 

Next morning they started again and Mrs. Porteous 
was again provided with a pony. Once while cross- 
ing a rushing stream, and as the horse commenced 
to climb up the bank on the other side, a branch of a 
tree swung back and. threw Mrs. Porteous into the 
water. Happily her husband and one of the soldiers 
were standing near, and they were able to pull her 
out. Her clothing, of course, was all wet through, 
but as the day was bright and sunny they dried some- 
_ what during the day, though for several days they 
remained rather damp. During the day Mr. Porteous 
became too ill to walk any farther, and was unable 
to eat the food which was brought to him. An officer 
noticing his condition gave the order to improvise 
a stretcher, but there seemed to be some difficulty 
about finding coolies to carry it. In the meantime 
the column of soldiers commenced to move forward, 
and Mrs. Porteous was ordered to mount her horse 
and proceed with them. But she, fearing that Mr. 
Porteous might be left behind, refused to do so. Im- 
mediately one of the soldier lads picked up a stick 
and was about to strike her with it; but an officer 
standing by turned and rebuked him saying, “Don’t 
strike her, she is only showing natural affection.” 
Bearers being finally procured, they continued their 
journey, and that evening reached an old ancestral 
hall, where our two friends slept on a heap of rub- 
bish in one of the corners, and were thankful indeed 
to find some place where they could rest, dirty and 
full of vermin though it proved to be. 
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The following day one of the officers came to them 
and said: ‘We see that it is too hard for you to fol- 
low the army. We have, therefore, decided to leave 
you here in charge of the authorities at this place. 
Then when your friends bring the ransom money you 
will be released and allowed to go home.” This was 
done, and the army continued their march leaving 
our friends behind in the care of this group of men, 
They, however, seemed very unwilling to accept the 
responsibility of this charge, and later in the day they 
were ordered to accompany them and return to the 
army. They set off once again in the pouring rain, 
and after struggling on through the wet, sticky mud 
they arrived at the close of the day at the village 
where the army was billeted. The officers were not 
at all pleased to see them, and seemed at a loss to . 
know what to do with them. They themselves were, 
however, too fatigued to care very much what hap- 
pened, and Mr. Porteous was so exhausted that he 
was unable to hold to his lips the cup of water that 
he was trying to drink from. One of the lads who 
had previously been rather rough in his’) manner 
toward them noted this, and came forward and gently 
took the cup from his hands and held it to his lips, 
showing genuine sympathy by the way in which he 
did it. 

That night they rested in a room which was filled 
with brushwood, and in the morning the officers in- 
formed them that it was their intention that they 
should be sent to Yungsin, which was the headquarters 
of the Communists in that district. Their hearts sank 
as they heard that news, and realizing that they were ) 
to be in a district which was most difficult to reach, 
they almost despaired of their friends ever being able 
to find them there. Nevertheless, the Lord brought 
many comforting passages of Scripture to their minds, 
and they realized that nothing could separate them 
from his love. 

One evening quite late their guards held a hurried 
consultation together, after which the prisoners were 
ordered to get ready to move on, and a man headed 
the party who was carrying a large executioner’s 
sword. Seeing this they judged that they. were being 
led out to their execution, and the Chinese prisoners 
commenced to weep and lament. After marching for 
some little time they were halted and their guards 
announced that this was the place. The Chinese 
captives commenced to weep the more loudly, while 
our friends sat down on the ground and commenced 
to sing such hymns as they could remember. Again 
the party was ordered to march forward, and reaching 
a place where there were a few houses they again 
announced that this place would be the one. There 
were renewed wailings from the Chinese captives, 
and our friends again comforted themselves by re- 
calling passages of -Scripture and singing their Chris- 
tian hymns. Suddenly the guards turned angrily upon 
the Chinese prisoners and reproached them for making 
so much noise. They said, “Look at these foreign 
prisoners, they can sit down calmly and sing their 
hymns, but you stand here wailing and making a big 
noise.” They were then ushered into one of the houses, 
and the man with the executioner’s sword disappeared. 

Whether or not they had intended to kill them on 
that occasion they never knew, but they of course be- 
lieved at the time that this was what they meant to do, 
and testified that once again the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding garrisoned their hearts. They 
tell us that they lost count of the times when they were 
told definitely that they were to be killed, but always 
on every occasion God’s grace was sufficient and they 
could always face the ordeal calmly. 

By slow stages they were taken to Yungsin and 

there handed over to the care of the Soviet Govern- 
ment at that place, and housed in a Soviet prison in 
that district. Here again they were in company with 
other prisoners, and among the number they found 
an old Christian named Tseo Kai-to, who had’ been 
put in prison for giving assistance to Misses Cajander 
and Ingman at the time of their escape from Yungsin. 

On one occasion they did for a time have a room to 

themselves, but it was a room without a door, and 

people came and went at their will,-so that it was 

impossible even then to get any real privacy. 


(To be continued) 
ve 
From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
.By Ernest Gordon 


Communicating to the necessities of the saints 
(Rom. 12:13). 





HE word for communicating is koinonountes, hav- 

ing in common, or sharing the needs of the saints. 
The Abbott-Smith Manual Greek Lexicon (Scrib- 
ners) translates, “to go shares in with one.” How 
significant! Men take shares in mining or railroad 
companies expecting returns directly in dividends. 
We are to take shares in the needs of others expecting 
our dividends hereafter. The saints’ needs are looked 
on as a gilt-edged investment. Why not? “Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 25: 40). 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 18. THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 


International Uniform Lesson.— Luke 3 


Golden Text.—Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance.— Luke 3: 8 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 


the lesson helps is vs. g-i7 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


7 Then said he to the multitude that 
came forth to be baptized of him, 
generation of vipers, who hath warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 

8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy 
of repentance, and begin not to say within 
yourselves, We have Abraham to our 
father: for 1 say unto you, That God is 
able of these stones to raise up children 
unto Abraham. 

9 And now also the axe is laid unto 
the root of the trees: every tree there- 
fore which bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

10 And the people asked him, saying, 
What shall we do then? 

11 He answereth and saith unto them, 
He that hath two coats, let him impart 
to him that hath none; and he that hath 
meat, let him do likewise. 

12 Then came also publicans to be 
baptizéd, and said unto him, Master, 
what shall we do? 

13 And he said unto them, Exact no 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

7 He said therefore to the multitudes 
that went out to be baptized of him, Ye 
offspring of vipers, who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bring 
forth therefore fruits worthy of ? repent- 
ance, and begin not to say within your- 
selves, We have Abraham to our father: 
for I say unto you, that God is able of 
these stones to raise up children unto 
Abraham. 9g And even now the axe also 
lieth at the root of the trees: every tree 
therefore that bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
10 And the multitudes asked him, say- 
ing, What then must we do? 11 And he 
answered and said unto them, He that 
hath two coats, let him impart to him 
that hath none; and he that hath food, 
let him do likewise. 12 And there came 
also * publicans ‘to be baptized, and they 
said unto him, Teacher, what must we 
do? 13 And he said unto them, Extort 


not; 


able. 


16 John answered, 


KinG JAMES VERSION 
more than that which is appointed you. no more than that which is appointed 

14 And the soldiers likewise demanded 
of him, saying, And what shall we do? 
And he said unto them, Do violence to man by violence, neither accuse any one 
no man, neither accuse any falsely; and wrongfully; and be content with your 
be content with your wages. * wages. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


O MAKE the children understand the meaning 
I and necessity of repentance. 


The Historical Setting 

The Lord Jesus began his ministry when he was 
about thirty years of age (v. 23). We are not told 
how long John’s ministry lasted. It was probably a 
matter of months rather than of years. If the public 
work of the Lord Jesus began, as seems probable, in 
the springtime of the year A. D. 26, John’s work must 
have begun some months before this, say in A. D. 25. 


Verse by Verse 

Verse 7—Multitude. The word is plural. Trans- 
late “crowds.” O generation of vipers. Compare 
Isaiah 59:1-5. Who hath warned you... ? The 
implied answer is, of course, God himself. The 
woman (15:8) was already diligently sweeping the 
house. The Holy Spirit was moving in an unusual 
way in the hearts of people. 

Verse 8.—Worthy of repentance. A character which 
would show the reality of the repentance which had 
been professed. Every person who was baptized by 
John thereby publicly acknowledged himself to be 
in need of amendment of life. If the acknowledgment 
were real it would necessarily result in outward change. 

We have Abraham to our father. The common ten- 
dency of the awakened conscience is to look around 
for some place of refuge. Adam and Eve in the 
Garden sought to hide from God in the thickets. 
Many of John’s hearers sought to hide behind their 
national privileges. They forgot that privilege im- 
plies responsibility and that that was the very worst 
hiding place they could have chosen. God is able 
of these stones. Compare Ezekiel 36: 26. 

Verse 9.—The axe is laid unto the root. Judgment 
is about to begin. This was historically true even 
though in mercy the final felling of the tree was de- 
layed for another forty years. The Greek word for 
“judgment” is “crisis.” And a crisis was at hand, 
though the people were unaware of it, for the Lord 
Jesus himself was about to appear. And every com- 
ing of Christ to a soul is a crisis, the greatest that 
can befall. 

Cast into the fire. The imagery is connected with 
the vine. The vine is useless for anything but fruit 
bearing. When a plant does not fulfill its function it 
must be burned; one can do nothing else with it. 
For the thought of Israel as a vine compare Isaiah 5. 

Verse 10.—What shall we do? The verb is in the 
subjunctive mood, not the indicative. Translate 
“What should we do?” So also verse 12. 


Verse 11.—He that hath two coats. Compare Isaiah 
58:7. Justice and charity are among the very first 
fruits of repentance, for “love is the fulfilling of the 
law” (Rom. 13:10); and repentance means that a 
man is coming back to God to have his life regulated 
by God’s law. 

Verse 12.—Publicans. The farmers of the taxes. 
Under the Roman system there was not a fixed as- 


% ® % % 


sessment made on every person liable to taxation, but 
an estimate was drawn up of the financial capability 
of a given district. The right to collect such an 
estimated amount of taxation was then sold by auction 
or put up to tender. The successful bidder contracted 
to pay the government so much annually for the exclu- 
sive right to collect taxes in his particular district. 
His sole profit was the difference between the amount 
payable to the State and that which he could extract 
from the people. This was a system which obviously 
laid itself to a great many abuses. But it was-even 
worse than this in its actual working, for the tenderer 
usually lived in Rome itself. He in his turn sublet 
his privileges to local collectors. The term “publican” 
usually refers to these local sub-collectors. These 
men in Palestine were generally Jews. It was natural 
that they should be particularly odious to their fellow 
countrymen, for their profits were dependent upon 
the amount which they could extract from the people. 
Moreover they were looked upon as renegades who 
by taking service under it had recognized the right 
of the Empire to rule their country. These men were 
therefore outside the pale of decent Jewish society. 
Yet so profound was the impression produced by 
John’s ministry that they also were influenced, at any 
rate, sufficiently to come with their inquiry as here. 

Verse 14.—And the soldiers. There is no definite 
article. It is simply “some soldiers.” Who these were 
we have no means of determining. It is very unlikely 
that they were members of the Roman garrison. The 
local Jewish princes had the right to raise armies 





The Christ of John the Baptist 
By Amos R. Wells 


TS Christ of John the Baptist was a being born 
of light; he came to earth a Conqueror of 
great and glorious might; his kingdom was the 
splendid realm of justice and of right; and John's 
Christ shall be mine. The Christ of John the 
Baptist was a mightier far than he, and John 
the stalwart prophet said in deep humility, ‘**To 
loose his sandals is a task too glorious for me’’; 
and John’s Christ shall be mine. The Christ of 
John the Baptist was God’s belovéd Son; his Father 
and the Holy Ghost and he—the three were One; 
he gave the Holy Ghost to men that God’s will 
should be done; and- John's Christ shall be mine. 
The Christ of John the Baptist was potent to in- 
spire; he baptized with the Spirit and he baptized 
with the fire; he showed to men the Father’s love, 
the Father’s holy ire; and John’s Christ shall be 
mine. The Christ of John the Baptist borea sturdy 
threshing fan ; he threshed as wheat, as living wheat, 
the waiting heart of man; the evil things, the sinful 
thinys, they fell before his ban; and John’s Christ 
shall be mine. The Christ of John the Baptist has 
a garner for his wheat, and not a grain shall fail him 
till he makes the pile complete; but all the chaff 
shall melt away in fierce and final heat; and John’s 
Christ shall be mine. 
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you. 14 And soldiers also asked 
him, saying, And we, what must we do? 
And he said unto them, Extort from no 


15 And as the people were.in expecta- 


15 And as the people were in expec- tion, and all men reasoned in their hearts 
tation, and all men mused in their hearts concerning John, whether haply he were 
of John, whether he were the Christ, or the Christ; 16 John answered, saying 


unto them all, I indeed baptize you with 
water; but there cometh he that is 


Saying unto them mightier than I, the latchet of whose 
all, I indeed baptize you with water; but shoes I am not ‘worthy to unloose: he 
one mightier than I cometh, the Jatchet shall baptize you ‘in the Holy Spirit 
of whose shoes I am not worthy to un- and in fire: 17 whose fan is in his hand, 
loose: he shall baptize you with the Holy thoroughly to cleanse his threshing-floor, 
Ghost and with fire: 


17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he duenchable fire. 
will throughly purge his floor, and will 
gather the wheat into his garner; but 
the chaff he will burn with fire unquench- 


and to gather the wheat into his garner; 
but the chaff he will burn up with un- 


1Or, your repentance. *? That is, 
collectors or renters of Roman taxes. 
®Gr., soldiers on service. *Gr., 
sufficient. *Or, with. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education, 


of their own, very much the same as the native princes 
in India today. 

Aecusé any falsely, The way any soldiers would 
be likely to act the part of informers would be by 
laying charges of dissatisfaction against persons. 

Your wages. The word includes all allowances, as 
the margin suggests. It properly means rations. 


Verse 15.—All men mused in their hearts. Compare 
John 1: 19-25. The fame of John’s ministry spread 
even to Jerusalem so that the Sanhedrin sent a com- 
mission of the Pharisees to inquire into what was 
taking place. 


A Lesson Outline 

1. God’s care. 

2. God’s claim. 

3. God’s promise (v. 16). 
Golden Topics 


1. Repentance. Repentance means, literally, to feel 
pain again — pain for past sins which are now brought 
to mind. Usually in our English language we keep 
the word penitence to express more particularly the 
idea of sorrow for sin, while we use repentance to 
mean not merely the feeling of sorrow but the active 
forsaking of the sin which we have committed. The 
Greek word translated by our word repentance means, 
literally, a change of mind. So we may define re- 
pentance as that change of mind which leads us in 
regret for what we have done to forsake our past sins. 

.The change of mind is more than a mere change of 
opinion; it means not merely a change of thought but 
a change of the thing you think with. It means that 
we recognize God’s point of view as to sin and that 
we definitely take sides with God about the matter, 
even against our own selves. 

Repentance therefore includes the willing acceptance 
of the punishment which we feel to be our due. It 
means that the penitent man’s heart is so perfectly 
aligned with God that he longs for God’s righteous- 
ness and justice to be vindicated even though he him- 
self must suffer for it. Perfect repentance would per- 
fectly identify the penitent with God, and nothing less 
than’ such perfect repentance will do. “The mind 
which was in Christ Jesus’ must also be in his peo- 
ple. They, too, must have the mind of Christ about 
God and about sin—their sin—and about them- 
selves. 

Such perfect repentance is utterly impossible for 
the sinner. The tragic thing is that the more I sin 
the less able I am to repent of my sin. The man 
who is a thief is far less capable of feeling hofror 
and disgust at his dishonesty than the upright and 
honorable man, and so on all through the black category 
of human guilt. So we arrive at this paradox that 
the more urgently I need to repent, the less possi- 
bility is there of my doing so—and yet “God... 
commandeth all men every where to repent” (Acts 
17:30). Salvation means nothing less than the bring- 
ing of sinful men back again into line with the will of 
God. 

Now the heart of the Gospel message is just this: 
that what is impossible with man is possible with 
God. God hath exalted the Lord Jesus “to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance” (Acts 
5:31). Repentance then must be truly my’ own act 
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and attitude. Since that is impossible for me it must 
be also truly God’s gift. That gift I must. simply 
take at his hands, and that taking is what the Bible 
means by faith. 


2. The baptism of fire. Fire in the Scripture is a 
symbol of the divine presence (cf. Deut. 4:24). It 
is that presence ministered to the believer by the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit that alone makes a man hate 
sin. It is the realized presence of God in the heart 
which “is able to keep you from falling” (Jude 24). 
For the fulfillment of the promise of the Holy Ghost 
as fire, compare Acts 2:3. Such a coming of the 
Spirit of God upon anyone results in the bringing forth 
of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23) which is 
just that of which John is urging the necessity in 
his addresses by Jordan, 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


16. Where then do we find the story of John’s life 
succeeding the baptism of Christ ? 


17. In what special respect does John appear in this 
lesson as a model for every Christian worker ? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Strong Arm Preaching.—Said he ... O genera- 
tion of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? (v. 7.) I expect this sort of preach- 
ing would be called “sensational” in these days. In 
order to snap an audience wide-awake and up on its 
t@es some of our most effective evangelists resort to 
this method. No less a preacher than Wiliiam Penn, 
the founder, adopted this style. Listen to him! He 
is talking about “modern” dress of women, not in 
1931 but along about 1682. “But if I were asked 
whence came these follies of dress I would quickly 
answer from the Gentiles that know not God, an 
effeminate Sardanapalus, a comical Aristophanes, a 
prodigal Charaxus, a-~ luxurious Aristippus — from 
such women as the infamous Clytemnestra, the painted 
Jezebel, the lascivious Campaspe, the most immodest 
Posthumia, the costly Corinthian Lais, the impudent 
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strong arm style of evangelism is often very effective. 
The Master himself did not hesitate to use it upon 
the occasion of changing conditions in the Temple 
(Matt. 21:12; John 2:15). Governor Sweet of Den- 
ver, Colo., told me one of Billy Sunday’s most notable 
converts in that city was a man made mad by Billy’s 
John Baptist sort of characterizing his kind of citizen. 
When he got home and cooled off he cried in his 
heart, “Yes, Billy Sunday, you are right! I am all 
you said and more!” The next night he struck the 
trail and became a great soul winner himself among 
his six hundred and more employees in the city of 
Denver and beyond. 


Wakening Them Up.—The multitude asked him, 
... What then must we do? ... And soldiers also 
asked him, ... What must we do? (vs. 10, 14, R. V.) 
John Baptist started something. Sometimes the peri- 
patetic evangelistic effort is criticised for its methods 
and its style. But we must give it credit for one 
thing, it usually stirs up things. Especially when 


radio head gear. All I had to do was to lie back on 
my pillow and hear the music and the voices that 
come out of the air from WJZ or WEAF, or what- 
ever in distant cities as far away as Cuba. Talk about 
not being able to accept the supernatural! Radio. 
Radium. Eiectricity, and by the way, that word is, 
in Greek, the name of amber. What is amber? A 
substance you rub, and out jumps that other mystery 
we call “electrical action.” The other day George 
Arnold ef Paterson, N. J., sprung this on me: “Do 
you know that radio is referred to in the Bible?” I 
didn’t know. “Well, turn to Isaiah 11:9— ‘The 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea’—and the waters cover the 
sea in waves, don’t they? And radio travels on”— 
and then George ran to cover! Maybe there is more 
in this than just a pleasantry; think it out. Nothing 
so convincingly establishes the fatherhood of God as 
this voice from Heaven to his Son both here and on the 
Mount (Matt. 17:5). Our father was a Quaker whose 
parents were ministers of the Society, and two hun- 
dred years of that quiet and reserved blood was in his 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


x. January 4.—The Birth of John the Baptist ...Luke 1 


JANUARY 3, 1931 


--yeins. He was not much of a talker. We get it from 
our mother! But when 4 swung out of politics into 
religion and became active in church, Sunday-school, 
and Y. M. C. A., he would introduce me to the visit- 
ing Friends and remote relatives saying, “Friend Wil- 
son, I want thee to meet my son William’ — That 
was all he would say, but oh, how he would be look- 
ing the other words, “In whom I am well pleased.” 
Since I have become a father myself I can truthfully 
say there is probably no greater joy that can come 
into the life of a father than to have son, or daughter, 
too, in whom he can be well pleased. And here is the 
glorious thing about it all, every son and daughter 
can be well pleasing both to the Father in Heaven 
and the father on earth by simply accepting the 
Father’s Son, 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Ilustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet cnpipiaing the 
conditions of this department. The full list lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


Different Messages Needed.—O generation of vipers 
(v. 7). It is related of John Wesley that, preaching 
to an audience of courtiers and noblemen, he used the 
“generation of vipers” text, and flung denunciation 
right and left. “That sermon should have been 
preached at Newgate,” said_a displeased courtier to 
Wesley on passing out. “No,” said the fearless apos- 
tle; “my text there would have been, ‘Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world.’”—From Biblical Illustrator, Sent by the 
Rev. Gurn Manickam, Perambalur, Trichinopoly Dist., 
S. India; and Mrs. B. Dowen, Surbiton, Surrey; Eng. 


Flora, the wanton Egyptian Cleopatra, the most in- 2, January i1.—The Childhood of Jesus ........... Luke 2 A Time to Shout.—Flee from th 
heb 4 » p — e wrath to come 
t satiable Messalina; persons whose memories have %- January 18.—The Ministry of John the Baptist ..Luke 3 (v. 7). The construction a was inser de the 
stunk through all ages and carry with them perpetual 4 January 25.—Jesus Tempted ......... Luke 3:21 to 4:30 





rot.” Yes, your good old Uncle Billy Penn with his 
broad brim and his mild and peaceful Quaker ways 
preached like that! (See Penn’s Select Works, Vol. 
I, page 482.) In these days we have another “Billy” 
who ventures this sort sometimes—but never quite 
as extreme as Penn. Here’s one about Billy Sunday 
handed out by Dr. William White, head of Los 
Angeles Bible Institute. At Winona Lake Billy had 
a question box. One question was, “Can a man who 
chews tobacco go to Heaven?” “Yes,” replied Billy, 
“T think a man who chews tobacco can go to Heaven 
—but he would have to go to hell to spit!” The 


5. February 1—Jesus the Great Physician. 
Luke 4:31 to 5: 39 
6. February 8—Jesus the World’s Teacher ...... Luke 6 
7. February 15.—Jesus the Friend of Sinners ........ Luke 7 
8. February 22.—Jesus Bearing the Good Tidings ..Luke 8 
9. March 1.—Jesus Sending Forth Missionaries 
Luke 9:1 to 10: 24 
10. March 8—The Good Samaritan ........... Luke 10 : 25-37 
11, March 15.—Jesus Among Friends and Foes 
Luke 10: 38 to 11: 54 
12, March 22—The .Use»and Abuse of God’s Gifts. 
CPR MEPAMOR OOEOR.) ooo cc cen skecdctoececsence Luke 12 
13. March 29.—Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour: 
Preparation and Popularity. 


work on a tall building from his place on the street. 
Looking up he saw two men about to venture out 
on some unsupported timbers. Immediately he began 
to shout to them: “Get back there! Don’t step 
on that timber. Hey, you fellows, haven’t you any 
sense?” The man’s great bellowing voice attracted 
the attention of a police officer several blocks away, 
who came running to the spot. “Here!” he called, 
“Can’t you give orders without making all that noise? 
What .are you doing anyway?” “Just trying to keep 
some idiots up there from breaking their necks,” was 
the reply. “What'd you want me to do, sing ’em to 
sleep?”—From The Lookout. Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 



































Lesson for January 18 


Dowell, Mooers, N. Y. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


Ancestor Worship.—And begin not to 
say within yourselves, We have Abraham 
to our father (v. 8). Sir Thomas Over- 
bury once remarked, “The man who has 
nothing to boast of but his ancestors is 
like a potato—the only good belonging 
to him is underground.”—From Sunday 
School Chronicle, Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Dr. Meyer’s Humility.—The lachet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose 
(v. 16). The last letter that I received 
from him [Dr. F. B. Meyer] was writ- 
ten March 9, 1929, in his own hand, just 
a few weeks before the end of his earthly 
life. It is thoroughly characteristic of 
him: “I. am now eighty-two and in a 
nursing-home but hope to be out again 
in two or three weeks. I want to tell 
you what the Spirit of God has been 
showing me lately: that I have acquired 
a reputation for sanctity from the facil- 
ity with which I have discussed on_the 
inner secrets of the life hidden with God. 
I see how easily this may grow upon me. 
I haven’t said this to anyone, I have only 
just caught sight of it. But it makes one 
want to creep into Heaven unnoticed. 
Believe in my love. Let us have a hun- 
dred years’ quiet talk beneath ‘the Trees 
of Healing.’” How humble and sincere 
was this saint of God up to the very end! 
From A, T. Robertson .in From The 
Bible To-day. Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 
Dowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


Watching Voltaire Die.—And will 
gather the wheat into his garner; but 
the chaff he will burn with fire unquench- 
able (v. 17). The French nurse who 
was present at the deathbed of Voltaire, 
being asked to attend an Englishman 
whose case was critical, said: “Is he 
a Christian?” “Yes,” was the reply, “he 
is a Christian in the highest and best 
sense of the term—a man who lives in 
the fear of God: but why do you ask?” 
“Sir,” she answered, “I was the nurse 
who attended Voltaire in his last illness, 
and for all the wealth of Europe I would 
never see another infidel die.”—From 
“oor Pulpit Illustrations,’ by Webb. 
Sent by Mary F. Wishard, San Anselmo, 
Cal. 


Why Heaven and Not Hell ?—Fire un- 
quenchable (v. 17). Why do those who 
deny a hell insist upon clinging to a 
belief in a Heaven? They rest on a 
similar foundation found in the same 
Bible and are supported by a similar phil- 
osophy.—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. : 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We thank 
thee for the lives of thy courageous and 
self-sacrificing servants as given us in thy 
Holy Word. We pray that we may not miss 
the personal lessons in these words and deeds 
of John the Baptist. May we live in fair- 
ness with other folk. May we rejoice to tell 
of our blessed Lord in such a way that we, 
ourselves, shall not be prominent in the 
minds of those to whom we speak, but may 
we lead others to Him in humble self-efface- 
ment. How unworthy we are even to tell 
the story of the saving power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. May we not neglect to speak 


:for him, trusting him to give weight to our 


words. In this own name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When folks asked 


“John the Baptist questions about what they 


‘ought to do he gave them direct and simple 


L answers... They: must always be ready to 


help one another.’ When the publican, or 
tax gatherer asked him about duty, John 


“went directly to what was most likely 


to be that ‘man’s failure, and told him to 
collect no more than he ought to collect. 
When it came to the soldiers who wanted 
to know what they should do to get ready 
for that which John told them was com- 
ing, he told them not to be overbearing, 
or to bring false charges against people, 
and to be content with what they were 
earning. How direct and simple hé was, 
how he went right to the heart of the 
failings of those who questioned him! 
Tell me now, do you think this made him 
popular? No, because he preached these 
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and many other things, and among them 
he even told Herod what a sinner he was. 
Is it necessary that we should be popular? 
No, sometimes to be popular means to 
be wrong. We must be right whether 
popular, or not, and take the course that 
God wants us to take, whatever the out- 
come may be. That was John’s way, and 
he was far better off in pris: , having 
done his duty, than he would have been | 
free to go and come, having failed of his | 
duty. Let us not be afraid to do what we 
know we ought to do, whatever the out- 
come,.nay be. Let us pray. 





together: for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it.” Now in the long ago when 
a king visited his people, they would pre- 
pare a highway for his chariot to pass 
over, cutting off mountains and filling 
valleys, and a courier would go ahead 
of the king, and tell the people of his 
coming. Isaiah was writing about John 
the Baptist, who was to tell the people 
to get ready for their King. Help the 
children see this strange royal messen- 
ger who came out of the wilderness 
where he had lived alone nearly all of 
his life, eating locusts and wild honey, 
food which he found in his wilderness 
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Lesson Hymns 
. “Alas! and Did My Saviour Bleed?” 
“Pass Me Not.” 
“Depth of Mercy!” 
“JT Am Coming, Lord.” 
“Jesus Paid It All.” 
“Jesus, I Come.” 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Luke 3: 1-22. 

The class will remember that John 
was about six months older than the 
Lord Jesus. According to the law, the 
priests began their ministry when they 
were thirty years old. So just about six 
months before the Son of God was to 
begin his ministry, the Lord spoke to 
John, and sent him to tell the people to 
get ready for their King. No doubt 
Zacharias and Elisabeth had died long 
before this, happy to know that the son 
of their old age would be sent of God 
to bring this good news to their people. 

A long time before this, Isaiah had 
written in his book of prophecy that the 
people would hear a voice in the wilder- 
ness saying: “Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall 
be exalted, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low: and the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough places 
plain: and the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 


| home. 


‘kind of food and clothes 


He wore plain rough clothes, and 
no doubt his skin was tanned and rough- 
ened by the sun and the wind. This 
is not what 
made John a good man. He was a good 
man and a great prophet because the 
Holy Spirit had always filled his heart. 
John thought very little about his food 
and clothing. He lived this way so that 
his mind would be free from other things, 
and he could always hear God’s voice, 
and learn God’s message to the people. 
He did not look the least bit like a courier 


ple need to make a sure-enough highway 
across the country for their King. The 
Lord Jesus did not ride in a chariot. Let 
the children tell you. what preparation 
they think anyone should make for the 
coming of the Lord, our King. . John 
knew how the people were living, and 
he showed them plainly about their sins, 
and told them to repent, and to leave 
off their wrongdoing. He said that they 
need not think because they were Abra- 
ham’s children that they need not re- 
pent, as God was able to raise up chil- 
dren to Abraham of the very stones. 
This meant that if they would not re- 
pent, and believe his message, that other 
people would, and that God would make 
these other people Abraham’s children. 
Many people came to hear John preach, 
and really repented, and asked him what 
to do. John told them what was wrong 
in their lives, and told them that they 
must leave off their wrongdoing. Then 
he baptized them. 


As John was so different from any 
preacher these people had ever heard, they 
began to think that he might be their 
long promised Saviour. But John told 
them plainly that One was coming after 
him, who was mightier than he. In fact, 


he said that he was not worthy even to 
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unfasten the shoes of this coming One, 
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who would save them from sin, and bap- 
tize them with the Holy Spirit. 

One day while John was baptizing the 
people, the Lord Jesus came to be bap- 
tized. Of course the Saviour had no 
sins, and so he did not need to repent. 
But he came to be baptized with the re- 
pentant people because he had come into 
the world to take their place and to bear 
their sin. We learned in our last les- 
son that he had kept all the law when 
he was a little Boy, and now he was a 
perfect Man, he obeyed the Father in all 
things. 

Let the class tell how God honored the 
Son at his baptism. 

Repeat the Memory Verse: “Thou art 
my beloved Son; in thee I am _ well 
pleased” (Luke 3: 22b). 

Cuinton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
1. Jesus’ need of John the Baptist. 
2. John’s service for Jesus. 


3. God’s need of you? 








HE inferiority complex is not over- 

common among the girls of this era, 
as far.as their contacts with one another 
and with older people, their schools, work, 
and so on, are concerned. But have you not 
found more than one girl in your group 
who sincerely feels that she, just a 
young girl, not particularly religious- 
minded, or specially gifted, cannot be 
really needed in her church, or by her 
Saviour who is surely able in his all- 
sufficiency to carry out his purposes with- 
out her little help? Here is a lesson 
such a girl needs; and do we not all need 
itr . 

1. Speaking humanly and with all rev- 
erence, we must conclude as we read 
Luke’s opening chapters, that Jesus Christ 
could not begin his ministry without the 
preparing ministry of John the Baptist. 
It must be so, for so we find it was, and 
no unnecessary thing was ordered of 
God in his program for the Life. After 
those “hidden years at Nazareth” (into 
which we looked last week), we would 
have thought that surely all things were 
now ready for his manifestation to his 
people, ready for him to begin the direct 
personal teaching and healing that so 
blessedly filled his brief years before his 
cross. Yet we find each one of the four 
biographers recording how John the Bap- 
tist must first “prepare the way of the 
Lord” and “make his paths straight” in 
the minds and hearts of the people he 
had come to save, before Christ could 
begin his own ministry. 

2. And that service for his Lord —in 
what spirit did John meet this need, for 
him? If your girls are familiar with 
the details recorded of John’s preaching 
and baptizing, ask them to sum up the 
answer to this question in three or four 
words that best describe this one whom 
Jesus so needed. If they do not know 
those facts then a review of them must 
be brought out in class before they can 
draw such conclusions. Certainly all will 
agree that John was entirely fearless in 
everything he said, regarding not at all 
his own personal safety or advantage. 
Note Luke 3:19 and 20 as the result of 
this fearlessness. Equally clear is John’s 
sincerity in all his work. He was wholly 
disinterested in gain for himself but 
thought only of his Lord. And through 
it all breathes such pure humility as 
nowhere else is found in all Scripture. 
Just “a voice” he said he was, and even 
sO a voice that must steadily decreases 
in popularity and power as He of whom 
the “voice” was telling must increase. All 
this means that John was a man of true 
faith, believing absolutely in God who 
commissioned him to this work, being 
the first — after the years of his infancy 
—to recognize the “Lamb of God” in 
Jesus of Nazareth. 


_ 3. Close this study of John with press- 
ing home the questions, “Does God need 
you, now?” and “How can you help 
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him?” Can you help your Christian girls 
to see that now, as then, God does actu- 
ally need the surrendered lives of his 
children to complete his plans for spread- 
ing the Gospel in all the world? Are 
your girls, like all others, looking for a 
great “thrill’? What can compare with 
being needed by God himself — being used 
by him to his supremely great end? 

3ut two things they must remember 
who would know this thrill: that God 
can use only surrendered lives, and that 
oiten what he wants us to do is a very 
little thing in the eyes of men, not recog- 
nized until it leads to some little-dreamed- 
of completion of God’s own planning. 


Home Study 

Read what all the Gospels tell about 
this early ministry of John the Baptist: 
Matthew 3; Mark 1: 1-11; Luke 3: 1-22; 
John 1: 6-8, 15-34. Tissot’s pictures of 
John the Baptist are the most realistic. 
Perhaps you can secure one for your 
illustrated notebook synopsis. 

Decatur, Ga, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE MINISTRY OF 
SOHN THE BAPTIST 
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Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


ts answers to the following ques- 
tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part- or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurisTIAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THE SuNpay 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. How did John’s desert life prepare 
him for his great work? 


2. How did John’s type of preaching 
differ from that of Christ? 


3. How did John get his congrega- 
tions ? 


4. What was John’s great message? 


5. How did he say “repentance” was 
to be demonstrated ? 


6. What is repentance? _ 
we 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: John broadcasting. 

Discussion: What are the principal 
truths the world needs to know about 
Jesus Christ? 

Objective: Definite, fearless, 
testimony for Jesus Christ. 


humble 











AY, fellows, one of the modern ways 

of being accorded distinction is to be 
invited to broadcast. Noted speakers, 
noted musicians, noted scientists, or spe- 
cialists receive this distinction. It is re- 
garded as a compliment above © the 
ordinary. One is bound to feel that he 
has an important opportunity when he is 
privileged to put his voice “on the air,” 
within earshot of millions. We twentieth 
century fellows are apt to smile —a kind 
of superiority smile— when we think of 
the limited range covered by the voice of 
John the Baptist—a few hundred feet 
radius at best—a few thousand ears at 
most. And just here we are apt to make 
an absurd mistake. An utterance counts 
not so much for its range as for its con- 
tent. What use for a fellow to be able 
to “talk round the world” at a sitting, 
as has now become possible, unless he 
has something of world-wide importance 
to say? We hear some good things over 
the radio, if we tune in with a discrimi- 
nating dial, but many a broadcaster these 
days is boring the ether with mighty thin 
stuff, some that is positively bad; the 
kindest thing you can sav about it is 
that it is a waste of time to listen to it. 

Even considered from the standpoint 
of “range,” John the Baptist, because of 
the content of his message, excels. A 
radio utterance of today has to be very 
startling and very impressive to be re- 
membered next week. John the Baptist, 
the “announcer” of limited voice-range, 
is still heard in ever-increasing volume 
and power now over nineteen hundred 
years after he stood on the banks of 
Jordan and cried out to a few hundred 
listeners, “Behold the Lamb of God!” 
And his voice is speaking audibly around 
the world 

So much for the “content” of a mes- 
sage. That is what determines its range, 
its power, its worthwhileness. 

Fellows, whether we stand in front of 





the “mike” or not, we are each of us 
in a very real sense a broadcaster. And 


to just how far-reaching for good our 
broadcasting shall be. If we are Chris- 
tians, if we are trying to honor Jesus 
Christ with our lives, we cannot do bet- 
ter than imitate this John of whom Jesus 
said, “Among them that are born of 
women there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist” (Matt. 11:11). 

John’s great business was to introduce 
Jesus Christ to men. He did it effectively 
— superbly. It is the only way Jesus 
should be introduced. Here is one piece 
of business, in the performance of which 
you can bring to bear the best you’ve 
got. It is worthy of every ounce of 
your energy, your zeal, your enthusiasm, 
your very being. Let’s consider at least 
three characteristics of John’s “ainounc- 
ing.” 

1. He was definite. No confusion, no 
stammering, no mixing of terms. Here 
was “the Lamb of God!” Behold him. 
That word “lamb” could mean but one 
thing: ATONEMENT. Those Phari- 
sees and scribes understood perfectly 
what John meant, and they gnashed their 
teeth. Fellows, you may have doubts 
about some messages you are called upon 
by the wise ones to deliver, but never 
a doubt about this one: Jesus Christ is 
the Saviour of the world. Men of worldly 
wisdom will gnash their teeth today when 
they hear that. Let them. Sinners will 
rejoice, and great will be your reward 
in Heaven, ” 


2. John was fearless. He did not hesi- 
tate-to proclaim his message to royalty 
on the throne—to rebuke spiritual and 
moral wickedness in high places. Fear- 
lessness is a characteristic of all the 
great lives that have been lived and are 
being lived for God. Fearlessness is one 
of the fruits of a real faith. 


3. John was humble. Never for a 
moment did he magnify his own impor- 
tance. Though the crowds came flock- 
ing to hear him, he made sure that they 
saw him at the feet of Jesus, and when 
he had accomplished his mission as an- 
nouncer he promptly faded out of the 
picture, saying, “He must increase, but 
I must decrease” (John 3:30). So you 
will be humble; not exploiting your 
humility, but really humble. 

Fellows, the solemn thought is this: 
you are a broadcaster whether you choose 
to be or not, Every life broadcasts its 
message, for good or evil. There’s no 
middle ground. Make up your minds 
you will be an announcer of the best — 
the Supreme One: that’s Jesus Christ. 


Greenszoro, N. C. 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of January 11) 


1. At twelve Jewish boys began to be 
instructed in the law, be subject to the fasts, 
to attend regularly the feasts, and be called 
“sons of the law.”’ Some place this line at 
fourteen years, but Luke’s story of Christ 
at twelve seems to confirm that age as the 
usual one at that time. It was a ceremony 
something like confirmation in ritualistic 
churches of today. 

2. The Scriptures (Old Testament of 
course) was the first textbook and the only 
one at first, then later the traditional law. 
Study was carried on in the synagogue 
schools, at the time of Christ’s childhood, 
as well as in the homes under the special 
training of the father, even more than the 
mother. 

. The cost of such a possession as all 
the ‘Old Testament Scriptures, at that time, 
seems almost to prohibit a day-laborer from 
having owned them in their entirety. But 
Joseph might well have owned parts, and 
the whole was available in the synagogues 
of many towns. 

4. See Matthew 12: 46-50; 13:55, 563 
Mark 3:31; 6:3; Luke 8:19; John 2: 
12; 7:3; Acts 1:14; and Galatians 1: 19. 

5. That there were four brothers, other 
than Christ, and several sisters, all the 
children - of "Joseph and Mary, all younger 
than Christ. 

6. His reply to his mother when she 
found him in the Temple. 

7. Personal. 

8. At the marriage feast in Cana (John 
2: 4); and when he was told on another 
occasion that his mother and brethren were 
ore him (Matt. 12: 48-50). 

The record does not state, but it is 





it is within the choice of each of us as 











































































































JANUARY 3, 1931 
answers were eoncerning the law. The 
learned doctors who were grouped about 
him were ecclesiastical lawyers. Discus- 


sions with the “doctors” in the Lord's later 
ministry would also bear this out. 


10. “My Father’s business’’ is learning 
the law for oneself, and helping others to 
know, understand, and live it. 


11. It is not only possible, but on the 
other hand it is impossible to make a true 
success of one’s life except in partnership 
with God. In being “about my Father’s 
business” I am opening the way for my 
Father to be about my business, and that 
combination cannot fail. 

12. Personal. 


13. Personal. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Jan. 25. What My Denomination Means to 
the World. 2 Cor. 2:14; 4: 1-6. (Denomi- 
national Day. Beginning Christian En- 
deavor Week.) 

Feb. 1. The Christian Endeavor Society 
the Program of the Church. 2 Tim. 2: 
1s. (Christian Endeavor Day.) 

Feb. 8 What Is Mog aon in “God Is My 

Father”? Acts 17 : 24-3 

15. What Is Implied in “the Church as 

a Family”? Eph. 3: 14-19. 


in 
I - 


Feb. 


Sunday, January 18 


My Idea of What a Young Woman 
Ought to Be (Prov. 31 : 10-31) 





Mon.—A good housekeeper (Prov. 31: 
27-31). 

Twss.—Modest (i Pet. 3: 1-6). 

Wed.—Interested in spiritual 
(Luke 1o : 38-42). 

Thurs.—A good companion (Ruth 1: 
16, 17). . 

Fri—A real partner (Prov. 

Sat—A real “find” (Prov. 


things 


19 1 14). 
18 : 22). 











Is the modern girl as good as the old- 
fashioned girl? 

Cleverness, character, or beauty — which is 
best? Why? 

What about the “petting” girl? 


¢¢ A S THE vine which has long twined 

its graceful foliage about the oak, 
and been lifted by it into sunshine, will, 
when the hardy plant is rifted by the 
thunderbolt, cling round it with its caress- 
ing tendrils, and bind up its shattered 
boughs, so it is beautifully ordered by 
Providence, that woman, who is the mere 
dependent and ornament of man in. his 
happier hours, should be his stay and 
solace when smitten by sudden calamity, 
winding herself into the rugged recesses 
of his nature, tenderly supporting . the 
drooping head, and binding up the broken 
heart.”—Washington Irving. 

ye 


“She always made things easier,” was 
the tribute given sometime ago to a quiet 
woman, not much known outside the four 
walls of her own household and in a 
charity or two. Yet she left an aching 
void behind her when she passed on into 
the larger life. No one who knew her 
could help recognizing the simple com- 
pleteness of the statement. From her hus- 
band to her housemaid, every one in the 
family felt his or her daily way smoothed 
or straightened by her tact and system 
and gentleness. She was a living -ex- 
ample of George Elliot’s saying: “What 
do we live for if it is not to make life 
less difficult for one another?” 

The picture that our lesson verses: give 
us is God’s own picture of: a good ahd 
virtuous woman given by inspiration to 
the writer of Proverbs. In the Hebrew 
the twenty-two verses, from verse 10 to 
31, each begin with a letter of the He- 
brew alphabet in order. Let us read care- 
fully this description of a good woman, 
for it is the standard by which we may 
judge women, not only of King Solo- 
mon’s time, but womankind down through 
the ages, even to the present day. 

oe 

Our first lesson question asks, “Is the 

modern girl as good as the old-fashioned 





baiesenbite to suppose that the questions and 








girl?” This is one of those peculiar 



































































































































Lesson for January 18 


questions that cannot be answered either 
by “Yes” or “No.” We must determine 
first of all what kind of modern girl 
or old-fashioned girl we are thinking of. 
If-we were to face it, “Is the modern, 
true Christian girl as good as the old- 
fashioned Christian girl?” we may cer- 
tainly reply “Yes.” 
standards of society change, God’s stanu- 
ards of right and’ wrong do not change. 
The old-fashioned girl who was true to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the modern 
girl who is true to him have the same 
Saviour and indwelling Lord. He is just 
as faithful to remind of sin today and 
Se rebuke wrongdoing as he was in days 
of old 

If we are speaking of the so-called 
“modern” girl who drinks, smokes, and 
pets, and are comparing her with the old- 
fashioned girl who, although she did none 
of these things, yet did other things just 
as displeasing to God, we may say again 
that there is little difference. Doing or 
not doing certain things merely for the 
sake of being called modern or old-fash- 
ioned is not. the point. Questions for 
Christian girls are, “How am I measur- 
ing up to God’s standard?” “What would 
he have me do?” “Are the things I do 
done for his honor and glory?” “Do they 
help me to know him better, or do they 
hinder ?” 

The question is not, “Can I take Christ 
with me to this or that place?” or, “Can I 
do this or that thing and get away with 
it?” The question is, “Is my Lord lead- 
ing me to this place, and is he directing 
me to do this thing?” 


ve 


Our second question seeks to draw a 
comparison between cleverness, character, 
and beauty. Here again we must look 
at the situation from God’s standpoint. 
If our aim in life is merely that of hav- 
ing a good time or being popular, then 
perhaps cleverness and beauty will get 
us farther than character. If, however, 
we are looking at the situation from God’s 
standpoint, we cannot help but make the 
choice of character. And if we are out 
for worth while things, this is the wisest 
choice, for beautiful character brings a 
true beauty that mere good looks cannot 
equal or affect. Good looks may attract, 
-but only character can hold that which 
is worth while. And the right kind of 


cleverness usually comes with character. 


Much that we call cleverness today is 


merely slyness or cunriing, or wit at the’ 


expense of some one else. 
gue 


And now we come to the third ques- 
tion: “What about the ‘petting’ girl?” 
Girls will naturally resent the discussion 
of this question from the’girl’s side alone, 
—and rightfully so, for young men also 
have a definite responsibility here. Never- 
theless, there is a sense in which young 
women, especially in Christian lands, are 
peculiarly the guardians of purity and 
chastity. Young women have a great 
responsibility to use aright the power 
that naturally is theirs to attract and 
charm. ° 

The Bible gives us very clear guidance 
in the matter of relationships between 
men and women. First of all to both 
‘young men and young women the Bible 
says, “What? know ye not that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is 
in you, and which ye have of God, and 
ye are not your own? for ye are bought 
with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God’s” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). 

Then God’s Word makes it plain that 
God intends that one man and one woman 
should be :joined as husband and wife. 
:In Matthew::19: 4-6 we read, “Have ye 
not read,. that he which made them at 
the beginning made them male and fe- 
male, and said, For this cause shall a 
man leave father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife: and they twain shall 
be one flesh? Wherefore they are no 
more twain, but one flesh? What there- 
fore God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder.” 

One of God’s greatest gifts to mankind 
is true affection and love. As Christians 
we have no right to trifle with it or to 
. permit any expression of affection or any 
liberties with our bodies. We turn 


For even though | 





aside instantly in the stores from any 
article of’clothing that has been unduly 
handled or used by another. If such treat- 
ment cheapens an article of clothing, what 
can we say with regard to the temple 
of the Holy Spirit? Young men and 
young women alike have a right to ex- 
pect of the one to whom they are to be 
joined for life in wedlock an untouched 
freshness and purity, kept sweet and clean 
for the one God has chosen for them. 


$e 
Christian young women must face 
squarely the fact, however, that such high 
standards as we have been talking about 
will no doubt deprive them of the society 
of many young people who do not under- 
stand, or care to understand, the motive 
that prompts their attitude. Such “strait- 
laced” conduct, as others delight to 
call it, will not be popular. But 
here is another place where we must 
choose between the crowd and our 
heavenly Father. Nevertheless, in Eli- 
jah’s day there were five thousand who 
had not bowed the knee to. Baal, so in 
this day there are some Christian young 
people who want the right, the good, and 
the true. Perhaps your stand on mat- 
ters of this sort may be the very encour- 
agement that such ones are needing to 
come out and take a similar stand. If we 
are looking to our heavenly Father to 
provide our pleasures, he will see to it 
that we have the companionship of the 
right kind of young people, or he will 
make this up to us in some other way 
that is better than anything we can dream 
of or plan for ourselves. 
. ge 
A helpful pamphlet that should be in 
the hands of every member of your soci- 
ety is “Our Young People’s Purity Prob- 
lem,” by Robert C. McQuilkin. It may 
be had from Columbia Bible College, Co- 
lumbia, S. C. 
: ge 
What is my special responsibility as a 
Christian young woman? 
How is my stand affecting others? 


Am I willing to wait patiently, if need 
be, for God’s best in human companionship ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





[ Children at Home 





The River Master 


The Story of the River that Wasn't 
Doing Any Good 


(With acknowledgments to ‘Story Tell Lib,’ 
the well-known book by the late 
Annie Trumbull Slosson) 


By Walter C. Erdman 


NCE there was a river, just the 

beautifullest river you ever see. And 
it come a runnin’ down between lovely 
green mountains, an’ sometimes it was 
all white an’ foamy, tumblin’ around big 
gray rocks, an’ sometimes it was all still 
an’ ca’am an’ sunshiny, with only a little 
white foam-patch now an’ then, like it 
was a dimple in its face. And everybody 
just loved the river ‘cause it was so 
pretty an’ cool lookin’ and run along so 
pretty under the trees and bushes an’ 
round the beautiful mountains like it 
was tryin’ to wind its cool white arms 
around ’em and cool ’em an’ love ’em. 
And all the trees an’ bushes loved the 
river ’cause it brought fresh water along 
to ’em when they was hot and thirsty 
an’ cooled ’em off. 

But somehow the river wa’n’t happy 
an’ it says to itself, the river says: 
“What am I a-runnin’ here fer anyways? 
I’m away down in a holler an’ nobody 
can’t see me an’ I ain’t doin’ no good 
at all. And I ain’t straight an’ pretty 
like rivers ought to be neither; seems 
like ’most every way I go I run up agin 
a mountain an’ have ‘to turn round out 
of its way. An’ it must be I ain’t a-goin’ 
right anyways becuz if I be, why is 
folks always puttin’ dams acrost me an’ 
tryin’ to head me off? Wisht I could 
be up on-top of the hills where folks 
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could see mé, stidder bein’ down here 
in a holler an’ not doin’ no good.” 

So the river just kep’ on a-wonderin’ 
an’ a-wonderin’ why things was an’ it 
wa’n’t happy becuz ‘twan't doin’ no good 
an’ it thinks to itself, “If I could only 
get up higher where folks could see me, 
mebbe I could do some good to some- 
body.” 

So one day the river asked the clouds 
to give it some more water so’s it could 
raise up higher, but a little cloud says, 
“Don’t you try to come up no higher. 
You stay where you be. You're a-doin’ 
all right, there. I know you be.” 

But the river kep’ on a-askin’ an’ 
a-askin’ till at last the clouds give it 
just a whole lot of water and then the 
river raised up out of its banks an’ went 
a-racin’ down the valley an’ it thinks to 
itself, the river does, “Now I’m up where 
folks can see me an’ I feel so strong 
I must bé doin’ a sight o’ good,” it thinks. 

But all the while, it wasn’t. It was 
tearin’ up trees an’ washin’ away things 
an’ breakin’ down dams an’ bridges 
an’ makin’ a sight o’ trouble an’ the 
trees an’ the little bushes says, ‘What 
be you a-doin’ up here? You're a-hurtin’ 
us, you be. You ain’t kind an’ gentle 
no more like you used to be. We don’t 
like you no more.” 

But the river says, “Oh, I’m a-doin’ a 
power o’ good now. An’ I’m up here 
where folks can see me an’ I must look 
terrible pretty !” 

But it wa’n't, an’ it wa’n’t pretty a bit 
no more like it used to be, but was all 
yellow and rough an’ riley lookin’ an’ 
actin’ perfectly dretful, folks said, if the 
river had only a-knowed it. 

But somehow, you know, the river 
wa’n’t any happier after all, bein’ out o’ 
place that way. Seemed like it run up 
agin more stumps an’ rocks an’ rough- 
nesses than ever before an’ it got kinder 
tired a-bumpin’ against *em an’ by-em-by 
it thinks to itself, again, the river did, 
“I guess mebbe I was happier before 
when I was down low in my place, but 
I -wa’n’t doin’ no good there. I just 
know I wa’n't. But I’m a-goin’ back 
anyways.” 

So the river told the clouds they 
needn’t give it so much water no more 
an’ it went down into its place again 
an’ flowed along oncet more, quiet an’ 
peaceful like, but it wa’n’t never happy 
an’ cheerful like it might ’a been, if it 
had on’y thought. You see, them dams 
give it a sight o’ worry an’ mos’ pertick- 
ler one day it come up agin a terrible 
big one an’ it seemed like it never could 
get along by there, ’cause there wa’n’t no 
way, but just through a dark tunnel ai)’ 
over a rackety turnin’ wheel, an’ I guess 
mebbe it was dretful lonesome frettin’ 
along in the dark, an’ not knowin’ how 
long the tunnel was goin’ to be. An’ 
mebbe it hurt some, gettin’ broke up into 
foam on that splashy, creaky wheel. I 
don’t wonder a mite that it worrited, 
*cause the river hadn’t thought, then! 

But one day it turned around a little 
hill and ran straight into a ocean. It 
knowed it was a ocean the minute it see 
it “cause one day a rain drop had told 
it about the ocean when the river was 
a little bit of a brook away back in the 
mountains. An’ the ocean says, “What’s 
the matter with you, Little River? What 
be yeu so sorry-lookin’ fer?” 

An’ the river says, “Because I ain’t 
doin’ no good an’ nobody can’t see me 
away down like I am. That’s why!” 

But the ocean says, “Why, you're 
higher up than I be right now, an’ I’m 
a-doin’ good just bein’ where I am an’ 
so be you, too!” 

And just then the river see the little 
cloud a restin’ on a hilltop near the 
ocean an’ it says, the cloud does, “Have 
you seen all the good you done as you 
come along, Little River? Turn around 
an’ look.” 

An’ the river looked back an’ it see all 
the trees an’ the bushes all cool an’ fresh 
an’ wavy-lookin’, an’ jus’ fairly singin’ 
in their happiness ’cause the river was 
good to them again, An’ the mountains 
they was all just as ca’am an’ green an’ 
bright an’ happy, too, an’ just as peace- 
ful-lookin’. And the river says, “Did I 
make all them happy that way?” 

“Why, course you did,” says the cloud. 
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And the river says: “Why, I never 
thought about that,” it says. “I must 
have been doin’ good all the while. But 
if I was, what about all them dams that 
was put ‘in my way, all along back, par- 
tic’lerly that dretful big one I like to 
never a-got by at all?” 

And the cloud just laughed an’. says: 
“Them dams? Why, they was just put 
there so’s you could be good to other 
folks and help them in their. work as 
you come along by. You turned their 
wheels fer ’em!” 

“Why, that’s so,” says the river. “I 
never thought about that neither. But 
I’m happy now. I’d be perfeckly happy 
if I only could ’a come straight along 
an’ hadn’t had to go all around them use- 
less turns an’ git tired every day a-wind- 
in’ around all them high mountains in 


| my way.” 
“Why,” says the cloud, “how foolish 
you be! Yow come by the very easiest 


way they was. The River Master him- 
self was a-goin’ before you all the time, 
a-showin’ you the way, if you’d on’y a- 
knowed it. You never could ’a got 
through if you’d a-tried to get around 
all them high mountains by yourself. ‘But 
He knowed what way was best fer you 
an’ where you could do the most good 
as you come along by. ’Course He did. 
That’s why they call Him the River 
Master.” 


GERMANTOWN, Pa. 





For Family Worship ) 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 12 to 18 
Mon.—Luke 3: 1-6. John’s Call to Repentance, 


Not to the grandees of earth, political 
or ecclesiastical, but to the quiet man in 
the “wilderness,” came the word of God. 
Not to Pope or prelate but to the miner’s 
son fell the heralding of the Reforma- 
tion. It is even so now. It is to humil- 
ity and self-consecration that God speaks 
today and through which he works in 
preparing the way for the Lord of glory. 
Are we usable? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Bana- 
nal and Buena Vista, Brasil, two of the 
native churches of the Inland South 
America Missionary Union; for advance 
work to the Indians in the first-named 
section, 

- All the Prayer Suggestions this week 
are in behalf of this Mission. 
Tues.—Luke 3: 7-14. 

Fruits Worthy of Kepentance. 

John’s baptism for remission of sins 
(v. 3) was the sealing of a pledge on the 
part of his followers to forsake prevail- 
ing corruptions, hypocrisy (v. 7), covet- 
ousness, selfishness (v. I1), extortion 
(vs. 12, 13), lawlessness, violence, false 
accusing, discontentment (v. 14). Then 
they were prepared to receive the Mes- 
siah, now at hand, who would remit their 
sins. John’s baptism was accompanied 
by confession (Matt. 3:6). 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
Concepcion and Encaruacion, Paraguay, 
churches of the I. S. A. M. U.; for the 
new converts and for all the workers. 
Wed.—Luke 3 : 15-20. The Humility of John. 


“Evil can have no beginning but from 
pride, and no end but from humility. .. . 
So much as you have of pride within 
you, you have of the fallen angel alive 
in you; so much as you have of true 
humility, so much you have of the Lamb 
of God within you.”’—Andrew Murray. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Co- 
rumba and Ladario, Brasil; for the Bible 
School and all the workers. 
Thurs.—Matthew 3 : 13-17. 


Only in the sense of his having been 
made sin for us could our Lord have 
needed baptism, a rite which signified 
repentance for which he had no need. 
“Only on the cross did he make atonement, 
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-exact conception of his mission as the 


The Baptism of Jesus. 


representatively identified with the peo- 
ple whom he came to save, Compare 
Psalm 69:5, a Messianic Psalm where 
the Son is speaking to the Father. 


Prayer SuGcEstions: Pray for Iquitos 
in Peru, a city of ten thousand popula- 
tion, built by the rubber industry in the 
heart of the jungle. It has electric lights 
and all modern improvements, and the 
headwaters of over a thousand miles of 
river navigation for evangelism by boat; 
pray that from this center may radiate 
an unusually effective work among the 
Indians. 


Fri.—John 1 : 35-42. Effective Testimony. 


The appeal in the declaration, “Behold 
the Lamb of God,” which won these first 
disciples seemed to have lost its power 
when Peter and the rest protested against 
His going to the cross after “the great 
confession.” But it is certainly true that 
now the only way to win men to Christ 
is to preach blood salvation. 


PRAYER Succtstions: Pray for the 
evangelization of the Nhambiquara pon 
dians centering at Juruena, Brazil; 

a great wilderness Holy Ghost cherth 
to be built there. st 


Sat.—John 3 : 22-30. 7 
Final Testimony Concerning Christ. 
John was not--trying to build up a 
constituency for himself. He had an 


Bridegroom’s friend, “sent only to “‘nego- 
tiate the match.” All too many Chris- 
tian leaders lack John’s humility. They 
are willing to build up a “School” or to 
be idolized by the congregation. How 
they do need to hide behind the cross, 
that God may have all the glory! 


Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for Posa- 
dos and San Ignacio, Argentina; for the 
new administration in the recent over- 
turn of the government. 


Sun.—Isaiah 40 : 3-11. 
The Forerunner of Christ. 
“Eastern monarchs send heralds be- 
fore them in a journey to clear away ob- 
stacles, make a causeway over the 
valleys, and level hills. So John’s duty 
was to bring back the people to obedience 
to the law, and to remove all self-confi- 
dence, pride in national privileges, hypoc- 
risy, and irreligion, so that they should 
be ready for his coming (Mal. 4:6; 
Luke 1: 17).”—Fausset. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for Puerto 
Suarez and Santiago, Bolivia, and for 
advance work for the Indians; pray for 
all South American missions; pray for 
all the home council and workers of the 
Inland South America Mission Union, 
and of all South American missions. 


“Why Girls Should 
Not Smoke” 


EADERS of the Times do not be- 

lieve that girls should smoke. But 
can they give good reasons why they 
ought not to? Dr. D. H. Kress, of the 
Washington Sanitarium and Hospital, 
Washington, D. C., whose articles have 
appeared in the Times, has written a 
fine six-page pamphlet bearing the title, 
“Why Girls Should Not Smoke.” From 
his own experience as a physician he 
shows what great harm is being done by 
the smoking habit among American wo- 
men, and how misleading are the adver- 
tisements of the great tobacco companies. 
A strong feature of the leaflet is that his 
arguments are not merely negative, but 
he explains why women and girls would 
be more attractive if they did not smoke. 
He quotes two strong testimonies against 
smoking among women from a United 
States Surgeon General, and from Madam 
Schumann-Heink. - The leaflet. is just 
the sort of thing that Christian parents, 
Sunday-school teachers, school. teachers, 
and others who are interested in young 
people will be glad to have for distri- 
bution. They may be had at 3 cents a 
copy, 15 cents for 25, 30 cents for 50, or 
60 cents a hundred copies (postage 5 
cents per 50 or 10 cents per 100) from 
the National Temperance Society, 289 
Fourth Avenue, New York City;.or D. 
H. Kress, M.D., Washington Sanitarium, 








but all through his earthly life he was 
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